
Welcome to the SJCSD 
FSA Information Night

Fall 2015

K – 8 Presentation



Testing 
Concerns



For more information, please visit:  

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/




Grade level Testing Window
Session 

Duration

Number of 

Sessions
Delivery Method

FSA Writing

4th – 7th Feb. 29 – Mar. 11 90 minutes 1 Paper Based (PBT)

8th Feb. 29 – Mar. 11 90 minutes 1 Computer Based (CBT)

FSA ELA

3rd Mar. 28 – Apr. 8 80 minutes 2 Paper Based (PBT)

4th & 5th Apr. 11 – May 6 80 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT)

6th – 8th Apr. 11 – May 6 85 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT)



Grade level Testing Window
Number of 

Sessions
Duration Delivery Method

3rd

4th

Mar. 28 – Apr. 8

Apr. 11 – May 6
2 80 minutes Paper Based (PBT)

5th Apr. 11 – May 6 2 80 minutes Computer Based (CBT)

6th – 8th April 11 – May 6 3 60 minutes Computer Based (CBT)

EOC: A1, Geo., A2 April 18 – May 13 2 80 minutes Computer Based (CBT)



Assessment
Number of 

Sessions
Testing Window Duration Delivery Method

FCAT 2.0 

5th grade Science
1 April 11 – May 6 160 minutes Paper – Based (PBT)

FCAT 2.0

8th grade Science
1 April 11 – May 6 160 minutes Paper – Based (PBT)

Civics EOC 1 April 18 – May 20 160 minutes Computer Based (CBT)



FSA Reading



Preparation:​

The Florida Standards prepare students 
for both college and career by 

emphasizing higher-order thinking skills 
in addition to knowledge and recall.



Item Types

Editing Task Choice
Editing Task
“Hot” Text
◦Selectable Hot Text
◦Drag-and-Drop Hot Text 

Open Response
Multiple choice

Multiselect
Evidence-Based Selected 
Response (EBSR)
Graphic Response Item 
Display (GRID)
Multimedia





LAFS.4.RI.2.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are 
used in a text . . .

LAFS.5.RI.2.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are 
used in a text, 
including figurative 
language such as 
metaphors and 
similes.

Item Type:  Multiselect

Vocabulary items require more
than simply word recall; students
must be able to apply the word’s
meaning based on the context in
which it was used.



LAFS.4.RI.1.2

Determine the main 
idea of a text and 
explain how it is 
supported by key 
details; summarize 
the text. 

Some items require 
students to write out their 
answers; these items are 
referred to as ‘Open 
Response’ items.

Item Type:  Open Response



LAFS.4.RI.1.1 

Refer to details and 
examples in a text when 
explaining what the test 
says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text.

LAFS.4.RI.3.8 

Explain how an author 
uses reasons and 
evidence to support 
particular points in a 
text.

Item Type:  EBSR

Evidence-Based Selected 
Response (EBSR)

Students must provide 
the correct answer and 
support their answer 
choice from the text. 



LAFS.8.RI.2.4
Determine the meaning of 
words or phrases as they 
are used in a text . . .

Item Type:  Multiple Choice

An example of a middle school
vocabulary item.



LAFS.8.RI.1.1 
Cite textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text.

Item Type:  Multi-Select



LAFS.8.RI.2.4
Determine the meaning 
of words or phrases as 
they are used in a 
text . . .

Item Type:  Evidence-Based-Select-Response (EBSR)



LAFS.8.RI.1.2
Develop a theme or central 
idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the 
course of the text, including 
its relationship to the 
characters, setting and   
plot . . .

Item Type:  Drag-and-Drop “Hot” Text



LAFS.8.RL.1.3
Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and 
distinctions between 
individuals, ideas or 
events  . . . 

Item Type: Selectable “Hot” Text



LAFS.7.RL.2.6
Analyze how an author 
develops and contrasts   
the points of view of 
different character or 
narrators in a text.

Item Type:  Graphic Response Display (GRID) 



LAFS.8.l.1.1 
Demonstrate command of 
standard English grammar 
and usage when writing . . .

Item Task:  Editing Task



FSA Writing



Writing Standards

LAFS.4.W.1.2—Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.  

•Introduce a topic clearly and group related 
information in paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

•Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. 

•Link ideas within categories of information using 
words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, 
because). 

•Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

•Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the information or explanation presented. 

LAFS.8.W.1.1—Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

•Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish 
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

•Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text. 

•Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

•Establish and maintain a formal style. 

•Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 



Overall Writing Task Description

Students will read a set of passages containing two to three readings about a
single topic. The passage set may consist of informational or literary fiction or
nonfiction and can cover a wide variety of topics. After reading the passages,
students will respond to a writing prompt by either providing information on the topic
in the passage set or taking a side to support an argument.



Passage Attributes

The passage sets for the informative/explanatory prompts should maintain a clear
connection but may address various concepts of the topic. Passages for the argumentative
prompts should present opposing points of view. Each point of view should be equally
represented so that a student can choose either side of the position.



The Writing Task

LAFS.4.W.1.1: Write opinion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information.
◦ Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 

opinion, and create an organizational 
structure in which related ideas are 
grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

◦ Provide reasons that are supported by 
facts and details.

◦ Link opinion and reasons using words and 
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 
addition).

◦ Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the opinion presented.





How can you 
help your child 
be prepared?

Read . . . newspapers, periodicals, fiction, biographies. 
Encourage your child to read every night. 

Encourage authentic reading and writing activities—write 
letters and thank you notes, read newspapers and journals, 
discuss current events.

Use other content sources (science, math, social studies) as 
reading resources.

Talk about what is being read. Write about what is being 
read.

Stop at unknown words. Discuss what the words might 
mean and if the text helps understand the unknown word.

Summarization is one of the most difficult tasks; provide 
relevant practice.

Stay involved—use Edmodo, Home Access Center (HAC), 
and other resources to be up-to-date with assignments and 
grades. Review your child’s homework and offer positive 
feedback.



•Contact your child’s teacher and/or school administrator.

•Use state resources:

◦ Florida Department of Education: 

◦ FSA Portal: 

◦ Florida State Standards:  

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public
http://www.justtake20.org/




Grade level Testing Window
Session 

Duration

Number of 

Sessions
Delivery Method

FSA Writing

4th – 7th Feb. 29 – Mar. 11 90 minutes 1 Paper Based (PBT)

8th Feb. 29 – Mar. 11 90 minutes 1 Computer Based (CBT)

FSA ELA

3rd Mar. 28 – Apr. 8 80 minutes 2 Paper Based (PBT)

4th & 5th Apr. 11 – May 6 80 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT)

6th – 8th Apr. 11 – May 6 85 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT)



Elementary ELA Specialist 

(904) 547 – 7548

Secondary ELA Specialist 

(904) 547 – 7699

K – 12 Literacy Coordinator Director for Elementary Instructional Services

(904) 547 – 7529 (904) 547 - 7644

mailto:jay.dimartino@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:jay.dimartino@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:sheila.veatch@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Christine.stephan@stjohns.k12.fl.us






Achievethecore.org



The habits of mind that 
are evident in a 
mathematically proficient 
student.

Persevere, problem solve and 
attend to precision

Reasoning and explaining

Modeling and using tools

Seeing structure and 
generalizing



12
× 25
60
240
300

There are four 25s in 100, 
and three fours in 12, 

therefore 100 × 3 = 300

12 = 10 + 2
25 × 10 = 250
25 × 2 = 50

250 + 50 = 300



The actual math content 
that will be covered at each 
grade level.  

Number and quantity

Algebra

Functions

Modeling

Geometry

Statistics and probability



http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/fsa/video2/
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/fsa/video2/


Grade level
Number of 

Sessions
Date

Session 
Duration

Delivery method

3rd & 4th 2 March 28 – April 8
80 

minutes
Paper Based (PBT)

5th 2 April 11 – May 6
80 

minutes
Computer Based (CBT)



GRADE LEVEL
TESTING 

WINDOW

NUMBER OF 

SESSIONS
DURATION

TOTAL NUMBER 

OF ITEMS

6th April 11 – May 6 3 60 min 62 – 66 

7th & 8th April 11 – May 6 3* 60 min 62 – 66 

EOC April 18 – May 13 2* 90 min 64 – 68 

* The 1st session is the non – calculator portion of the assessment.



* Passing the EOC is required to achieve the Scholar Designation.



Students taking the CBT will be given a work folder.



Permitted handheld 
calculators
◦TI – 30Xa
◦FX – 260 Solar
◦EL – 501X
◦EL – 510 RN
◦V30 – RA 

http://demo.tds.airast.org/TDSCalculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=ScientificInv
http://demo.tds.airast.org/TDSCalculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=ScientificInv


Grade 3

Choose more than one correct answer from the answer choices, and fill in the bubbles 

for more than one correct answer. Be sure to read the item carefully to know how many 

correct answers to choose.





An equation is shown.   3𝑚 ∙ 3𝑛 = 3−2

What are possible values for m and n?

−3
1

Grade 8



Grade 8

+
5

4



Grade 5

Match the equivalent expressions by clicking in the table.



Conversion tables provided for Grades 4 through Algebra 2



3rd grade 4th grade 5th grade

none
Perimeter: rectangle

𝑃 = 2𝑙 + 2𝑤

Formulas will be 

embedded in the 

problems.

Area:  rectangle

𝐴 = 𝑙𝑤
Volume:  rectangular 

prism

Reference and Formula Sheets:  

http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FSAMathematicsReferenceSheetsPacket1_Updated-January-8_2015.pdf


6th grade 7th grade 8th grade

Area:  parallelogram, 

rectangle, triangle, trapezoid

Area: parallelogram, 

rectangle, triangle, trapezoid none

Volume:  rectangular prism, 

prism

Volume:  prism, pyramid

Surface Area: prism, 

pyramid

Reference and Formula Sheets:  

http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FSAMathematicsReferenceSheetsPacket1_Updated-January-8_2015.pdf


Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2

Quadratic formula: 
embedded in  question

Trigonometric ratios Trigonometric ratios

Volume:  prism, pyramid, 

sphere

Quadratic formula

Surface Area:  prism, 

pyramid, sphere

Probability

Line equations:  slope –

intercept, point – slope 

Z – score,  Z - table

Reference and Formula Sheets:  

http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FSAMathematicsReferenceSheetsPacket1_Updated-January-8_2015.pdf


Use chrome            or firefox           

http://www.fsassessments.org/


Use chrome                or firefox           

http://fsassessments.org/students-and-families/training-tests/


http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/2014-2015-Assessment-Accommodations-FAQ.pdf


Use internet explorer  

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/smath/


http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test


http://www.khanacademy.org/commoncore/


Content support and 
resources for students 
and parents aligned to 
the FSA

www.floridastudents.org

http://www.floridastudents.org/


Select the grade 
level or course in 
which you are 
interested.



Found on the SJCSD 
homepage 

or 

the Instructional 
Services page

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/year-at-a-glance/



Elementary Math Specialist Secondary Mathematics Specialist

(904) 547 - 7745 904) 547 – 7698 

Coordinator K – 12 Mathematics Director of Elementary Instructional Services

(904) 547 – 7539 (904) 547 – 7626 

mailto:Donna.Frank@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Donna.Soncrant@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Kim.Wuellner@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Christine.Stephan@stjohns.k12.fl.us





