


SJCSD Testing Task Force

Testing Concerns

Number of Exams

Impact on Instruction

Alignment to Instruction

Impact on Students

Communication



SJCSD Testing Task Force

*District required testing has been reduced at all 
levels, resulting in increased instructional time.

*State required testing has not changed. How 
do we prepare our students?

For more information, please visit:  

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/




Grade 
level

Date
Session 

Duration
Number of 

Sessions 
Delivery method

FSA Writing

4th & 5th Feb. 29 – March 11 90 min. 1 Paper Based (PBT)

FSA ELA and Math

3rd March 28 – April 8 80 min.
2

2

ELA:  Paper Based (PBT)

Math: Paper Based (PBT)

4th April 11 – May 6 80 min.
2

2

ELA:  Computer Based (CBT)

Math:  Paper Based (PBT)

5th April 11 – May 6 80 min.
2

2

ELA:  Computer Based (CBT)

Math: Computer Based (CBT)



FSA Reading



Preparation:

The Florida Standards prepare students for 
both college and career emphasize     by 

emphasizing    higher – order thinking skills in 
addition to knowledge and recall.



Item Types

Editing Task Choice                        Multi-Select

Editing Task                                       Evidence-Based Selected Response 
(EBSR)

Open Response                                 Multiple Choice

Multimedia                                         Graphic Response Item Display (GRID)

"Hot" Text

▪ Selectable Hot Text

▪ Drag-and-Drop Hot Text



LAFS: Craft and Structure - Vocabulary

▪ LAFS.4.RL.2.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used in a text . . .

▪ LAFS.5.RL.2.4  Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative language such as 
metaphors and similes.



Online Learning

Learning new things is an exciting part of life. Learning can happen anywhere. There are kids who learn at a school, kids 
who learn at home and some kids who learn online. Students who learn this way use their computers and the Internet to 
connect to online classrooms. They use a camera connected to their home computer to let the teacher and other students 
see them. They can see their teacher and classmates on their screens because their classmates and teacher use a camera, 
too.

Before the Internet, children in remote places sometimes had classes over the radio or used the mail to get lessons and 
return them. For example, in the past, children who lived in distant parts of Australia were taught using the radio. Every 
day at a certain time, they tuned in to a special radio station. All the children could hear their teacher at the same time, 
but they were hundreds of miles apart. They got their lessons in the mail, did their homework, and mailed it back to the 
teacher. 

Today, students who live far away from their teacher have classes on the Internet. Is some online classrooms, a 
classroom full of kids can use a special computer program at the same time as the teacher. The students can live in one 
country, and the teacher can be located in a different country. Still, it’s just like a classroom at your school. The teacher
can teach the kids. The kids can ask questions. Everyone can see and hear everything that’s being said as it happens. 

It is also possible for students to live in different places and be a part of an online class together. Each person goes to a 
website for the class he or she is taking. Thousands of people can watch and listen to this class at the same time. When 
they want to speak, they can use a microphone to ask and answer questions. When the lesson is completed and all good-
byes have been said, the students and teacher in the online class log out. The connection over the Internet is broken, and 
the online class disappears. 



Vocabulary items  
require more than simply 

word recall; students 
must be able to apply 
the word’s meaning 

based on the context in 
which it was used. 

This is an 
example of a          
‘multi-select’ 

item.

Sample Item



LAFS: Informational Elements

▪ LAFS.4.RI.1.1 Refer to details and examples in a 
text when explaining what the test says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text.

▪ LAFS.4.RI.1.2 Determine the main idea of a text 
and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

▪ LAFS.4.RI.3.8 Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a text.



Some items require 
students to write out 
their answers; these 

items are referred to as 
‘Open Response’ items.

Sample Item



Evidence-Based Selected Response
Students must provide the correct 
answer and support their answer 

choice from the text. 



This is an 
example of a 

‘Hot’ Text 
item.



How can you help your child?

▪ Read. 

▪ Read newspapers, periodicals, fairy tales, biographies. Encourage your child 
to read every night. 
– Use other content sources (science, math, social studies text) as reading resources.

▪ Talk about what you’ve read. Write about what you’ve read.

▪ Stop at unknown words. Discuss what the words might mean and if the text 
helps understand the unknown word.

▪ Summarization is one of the most difficult tasks; provide relevant practice.

▪ Read.

▪ www.justtake20.org

http://www.justtake20.org




FSA Writing



Writing LAFS

▪ LAFS.4.W.1.1: Write on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
– Introduce a topic or text , state an opinion, and 

create an in which related ideas 
are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

– Provide reasons that are supported by .
– Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., 

for instance, in order to, in addition).
– Provide a or section related to the 

opinion presented.



Overall Writing Task Description

Students will read a passage set containing two
to three readings on a single topic. The passage
sets may contain informational or literary fiction or
nonfiction, and can cover a wide variety of topics.
After reading the passages, students will respond
to a writing prompt by either providing information
on the topic in the passage set or taking a side to
support an opinion or argument.



Passage Attributes

The passage sets for the informative/explanatory
prompts should maintain a clear connection but
may address various concepts of the topic.
Passages for the opinion/argumentative prompts
should present opposing points of view. Each point
of view should be equally represented so that a
student can choose either side of the position.



Elementary FSA Writing – 4th and 5th

Students provided 
a planning sheet 
and 3 response 

sheets.

Students will receive 2-4 
texts with a combined 
word count of 800-1300 
words.





Components of FSA Writing Responses 

– Students need to remember to read the prompt to 
determine the task; is it asking for information/explanation, 
or an opinion/argument?

– Read the passage sets. Note details that support 
information or opinion/argument.

– Use the Planning Sheet to organize thoughts and details.
– Write.  Make sure the response contains:
▪ Clearly stated and strongly maintained idea or opinion
▪ Details from the passages to support idea or argument
▪ Variety of sentence types and transitional strategies
▪ Clear and effective expression and logical progression of 

ideas
▪ Strong introduction and conclusion
▪ Correct spelling and punctuation



How can you help your child?

▪ Write. 

▪ Write thank you notes, letters, shopping lists, poems, or captions to 
family photos.

▪ Use other content sources (science, math, social studies text) as 
writing resources.  For example, during math homework have your 
child write one sentence explaining what he or she is solving.

▪ Summarization is one of the most difficult tasks; provide relevant 
practice.

▪ Write.



Overall Test Preparation

– Help your child to realize that it is important to do their 
best every day, as well as on the FSA. 

– Review class and homework with your child each time it 
is assigned.

– Help your child practice the skills they are learning in real-
life situations so that the skills have meaning beyond 
tests and the classroom.

– Be positive about the assessments. Your encouraging 
attitude will assist your child in feeling more confident 
and prepared.



Grade 
level

Date
Session 

Duration
Number of 

Sessions 
Delivery method

FSA Writing

4th & 5th Feb. 29 – March 11 90 min. 1 Paper Based (PBT)

FSA ELA

3rd March 28 – April 8 80 min. 2 Paper Based (PBT)

4th April 11 – May 6 80 min. 2 Computer Based (CBT)

5th April 11 – May 6 80 min. 2 Computer Based (CBT)



Helpful Resources

▪ Contact your child’s teacher and school administrator

– Florida Department of Education Web Site: 

http://www.fldoe.org

– FSA Portal: www.FSAssessments.org 

– Florida State Standards:  http://www.cpalms.org/Public

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public


Elementary Language Arts  Specialist Coordinator K – 12 Literacy

(904) 547 - 7548                                                  (904) 547 – 7529 

laurie.hays@stjohns.k12.fl.us                 sheila.veatch@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Director for Elementary Instructional Services

(904) 547 – 7644 

Christine.Stephan@stjohns.k12.fl.us







Achievethecore.org



PERSEVERE, PROBLEM 
SOLVE AND ATTEND TO 
PRECISION

REASONING AND EXPLAINING

MODELING AND USING TOOLS

SEEING STRUCTURE AND 
GENERALIZING

The habits of mind that are 

evident in a mathematically 

proficient student.



12
× 25
60
240
300

There are four 25s in 100, 
and three fours in 12, 

therefore 100 × 3 = 300

12 = 10 + 2
25 × 10 = 250
25 × 2 = 50

250 + 50 = 300



GEOMETRY

MEASUREMENT AND DATA

NUMBERS AND OPERATIONS:

• in base 10 and fractions

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC 
THINKING

COUNTING AND CARDINALITY (K ONLY)

The actual math content 

that will be covered at 

each grade level.  



http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/fsa/video1/
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/fsa/video1/


Grade level
Number of 

Sessions
Date

Session 
Duration

Delivery method

3rd and 4th 2 March 28 – April 8
80 

minutes
Paper Based (PBT)

5th 2 April 11 – May 6
80 

minutes
Computer Based (CBT)



▪ Students taking a PBT will be permitted to write on 
the test.  

▪ Students taking the CBT will be given a work folder.



Multiselect

Reggie has 12 times as many model 
cars as Jackson.  Jackson has 5 model 
cars.  Select all the equations that show 
how many cars Reggie has.



Multiple 
Choice

Which statement correctly describes how to use the multiplication table to find the multiples of 6?
Find all the numbers that end with 6.
Find all the numbers that start with 6.
Find all the shaded numbers that would meet at an unshaded 6.
Find all the numbers in the same row or the same column as a shaded 6.

A

B

C

D



Hot text items:  click, drag and drop

Matching:  students will check a box to 

indicate if the information from a column 
header matches the information from a row

Table items:  students will type 

numeric values in a given table.  Table 
items could also be a Hot text item.



4





Conversion table provided 
for Grades 4 and 5 Grade 4

Formulas will be 

embedded in the 

problems.  Students 

will need to know 

how to calculate the 

volume of a 

rectangular prism.

Grade 5

Reference and Formula Sheets:  

http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FSAMathematicsReferenceSheetsPacket1_Updated-January-8_2015.pdf


www.fsassessments.org

All FSA information and 
updates

Students and parents  
resources

Practice tests

Test design and Item 
Specifications

Use Chrome           or 
Firefox           

http://www.fsassessments.org/


http://fsassessments.org/s
tudents-and-
families/training-tests/

Computer based test 
(CBT) 

Paper – based test  (PBT)

Use Chrome             or 
Firefox           

http://fsassessments.org/students-and-families/training-tests/


http://fsassessments.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/01/2014-
2015-Assessment-
Accommodations-FAQ.pdf

http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/2014-2015-Assessment-Accommodations-FAQ.pdf


www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/depts/is/math/

Links to the test 
item 
specifications 
from the Test 
blueprint

Use Internet 
Explorer  

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/depts/is/math/


www.parcconline.org/take-the-test

Both computer and 
paper based practice 
tests

http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test


www.khanacademy.org/commoncore/

Questions aligned 
to standards 

Technology 
enhanced questions

http://www.khanacademy.org/commoncore/


Content support 
and resources 
for students and 
parents aligned 
to the FSA

www.floridastudents.org

http://www.floridastudents.org/


Select  the 
grade level or 
course in which 
you are 
interested.



Found on the 
SJCSD homepage 

or 

the Instructional 
Services page

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/year-at-a-glance/



Elementary Mathematics Specialist Coordinator K – 12 Mathematics

(904) 547 - 7745 (904) 547 - 7539

Donna.Frank@stjohns.k12.fl.us Kim.Wuellner@stjohns.k12.fl.us

Director for Elementary Instructional Services

(904) 547 – 7644 

Christine.Stephan@stjohns.k12.fl.us

mailto:Donna.Frank@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Kim.Wuellner@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Christine.Stephan@stjohns.k12.fl.us





