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St. Johns County Schools will inspire good character and a passion for lifelong learning in all 
students, crea�ng educated and caring contributors to the world. 

St. Johns County School District Student Progression Plan Introduc�on  

To ensure that St. Johns County School District is mee�ng the needs of students and in response 
to legisla�on, the St. Johns County School Board has established a comprehensive program for 
student progression which includes the following: 

• standards for evalua�ng each student’s performance, including how well he or she 
masters the performance standards approved by the State Board of Educa�on, 

• specific levels of performance in reading, wri�ng, science, mathema�cs, social studies 
for each grade level, including the levels of performance on statewide assessments*,  

• appropriate alterna�ve placement for a student who has been retained two or more 
years, and  

• procedures for informing each student and his or her parents/legal guardians of the 
student’s academic progress 

The St. Johns County School District Student Progression Plan is a contract delinea�ng what a 
student must know and be able to do to be promoted and what the district will do to help the 
student meet the requirements for promo�on. The plan and the procedures for this 
implementa�on reflect clearly that promo�on is based on student mastery of grade 
level/course standards. 

The plan establishes procedures to achieve parent/legal guardian understanding, coopera�on 
and support of the student’s placement. School atendance procedures as describes in the 
district’s Atendance Policy are considered as part of the Student Progression Plan.  

The district program for student progression is based upon local goals and objec�ves that are 
compa�ble with the state’s plan for educa�on. Per�nent factors considered by the teacher 
before recommenda�on that a student progress from one grade to another have been 
prescribed by the district School Board in its plan. 

The Student Progression Plan is governed by state statues and district policy. All procedures 
listed in the Student Progression Plan are subject to change due to School Board or legisla�ve 
ac�on. The Student Progression Plan is updated yearly and posted on the district website.  

Student will be placed in programs and levels best suited to meet their academic needs and 
Customized Learning Path (CLP), with considera�on given to their social, emo�onal and physical 
development. 

Decisions regarding student promo�on, reten�on and special placement are primarily the 
responsibility of the individual school’s professional staff. District and state regula�ons place the 
responsibility for decisions regarding student placement with the principal and the Mul�-Tiered 
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System of Support Team or its equivalent. There is no provision for voluntary reten�on or 
placement based solely on student or parental preference, F.S. 1008.25.  

It is the responsibility of the School Board and district administra�on to provide students with 
effec�ve instruc�onal and support programs that accomplish the following: 

• monitor student progress,  
• promote con�nuous achievement,  
• make provisions for individual differences,  
• promote students’ assuming responsibility for their own learning and atendance 
• provide effec�ve, engaging instruc�on and support, and  
• document instruc�on in, and student mastery of, the standard 

*A student scoring below grade level must receive instruc�onal support or be retained in an 
intensive program that is different from the previous year’s program and addresses the 
student’s learning needs. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL (GRADES 6-8) 

STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN 

ADMISSION, ENROLLMENT, PROMOTION, PLACEMENT & TRANSFERS 
Admission  
Admission Requirements 

For informa�on about admissions, please visit the District website at 
htps://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/enrollment/. 

Enrollment and Grade Level Placement  
Placement within Zoned School  

The Customized Learning Path (CLP) is unique to each student and is based on his or her academic and career 
needs. Placement that facilitates op�mum learning for each student shall be determined by established principles 
of growth and development, by the academic and career interests of students and by acquisi�on of subject area 
skills and competencies, consistent with school board rules and in accordance with state statues. The 
Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority in the placement of students in 
programs or classes.  

State Policy on Transfer of Students in the Middle Grades as stated in School Board Rule  
SBR 6A-1.09942 

The purpose of this rule is to establish uniform procedures rela�ng to the acceptance of transfer work and courses 
for students entering Florida’s public school composed of middle grades 6, 7, and 8 from out if state or out of 
country. The procedures shall be as follows: 

(1) Grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on official transcripts and shall be accepted at 
face value subject to valida�on if required by the receiving school’s accredita�on. If valida�on of the 
official transcript is deemed necessary, or if the student does not possess an official transcript or is a home 
educa�on student, successful comple�on of courses shall be validated through performance during the 
first grading period as outlined in subsec�on (2) of this rule. 

(2) Valida�on of courses shall be based on performance in classes at the receiving school. A student 
transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate sequen�al course level and should be passing 
each required course at the end of the first grading period. Students who do not meet this requirement 
shall have courses validated using the Alterna�ve Valida�on Procedure, as outlined in subsec�on (3) of 
this rule.  

(3) Alterna�ve Valida�on Procedure. If valida�on based on performance as described above is not 
sa�sfactory, them any one of the following alterna�ves iden�fied in the district student progression plan 
shall be used for valida�on purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, and parent/legal guardian: 
(a) Por�olio evalua�on by the superintendent or designee: 
(b) Demonstrated performance in courses taken at other public or private accredited schools;  
(c) Demonstrated proficiencies on na�onally-normed standardized subject area assessments;  
(d) Demonstrated proficiencies on the FAST; or  
(e) Writen review of the criteria u�lized for a given subject provided by the former school. 

Students must be provided at least ninety (90) days from the date of transfer to prepare for assessments outlined 
in paragraphs (3)(c) and (d) of this rule if required.  
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Specific Authority 1003.4156(3), 1003.25(3)FS. Law Implemented 1003.25(3)FS. History-New 10-20-08. 

Placement for Students with Disabilities enrolled in Exceptional Student Education (ESE)  

Students with disabili�es shall be placed in appropriate courses as dictated by their Individual Educa�on Plan (IEP). 
Specially designed instruc�on will be provided by an ESE teacher or other service provider in the Least Restric�ve 
Environment (LRE) as determined by the IEP team. In most cases, this will be in the regular educa�on classroom 
with their non-disabled peers, but some ESE students may require instruc�on in a separate environment for some 
por�on of the day. See the Excep�onal Student Educa�on sec�on of this document for more informa�on.  
 
School-to-School Placement  

Whenever grade level placement of a student involves a movement from one school to another school, the 
processing of that movement shall begin with the Interven�on Team or its equivalent of the sending school and 
end with the principal, or designee, of the receiving school. The receiving principal shall do the following: 

• review the recommenda�on,  
• conduct inves�ga�ve ac�vi�es as deemed necessary,  
• render a decision, and  
• no�fy those who have a need to know. 

The referring school shall have tried interven�ons prior to seeking placement of a student in another school. Such 
interven�ons will be briefly described on the referral form. A student entering late is an excep�on to this 
requirement. Parents/legal guardians shall be invited to atend any mee�ng discussing school-to-school placement.  

Requirements for Information Prior to Placement  

Each student at the �me of ini�al registra�on for school placement must note previous school expulsions, arrest 
resul�ng in a charge, arrest pending, and juvenile jus�ce ac�ons the student has had. Schools have the authority to 
honor the final order of expulsion or dismissal of a student by any in-state or out-of-state public district school 
board, private school or lab school, for an act which would have been grounds for expulsion according to the SJCSD 
Code of Student Conduct, according to the following procedures: 

• A final order of expulsion shall be recorded in the records of the receiving school. 
• The expelled student applying for admission to the receiving school shall be advised of the final order of 

expulsion. 
The superintendent or designee may recommend the School Board that the final order of expulsion be waived and 
the student be admited to the school district, or that the final order of expulsion be honored and the student not 
be admited to the school district If the student is admited by the School Board, with or without the 
recommenda�on of the district school superintendent, the student may be placed in an appropriate educa�onal 
program at the direc�on of the School Board.  
 
Placement of Dependent Children of Active-Duty Military Personnel  1003.05 F.S.  
Dependent children of ac�ve-duty military personnel moving into the district outside of normal applica�on periods 
who otherwise meet the eligibly criteria for special academic programs shall be given special considera�on for 
admission to such programs even if the program is being offered through the school other than the student’s home 
zoned school.  
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Placement of Students on Community Control  

For informa�on regarding procedures when students are placed on community control, please refer to Florida 
Statue 948.101, Terms and Condi�ons of Probation. Florida Statute 948.03 specifically states that the court shall 
determine the terms and condi�ons of proba�on. Condi�ons specific in this sec�on do not require oral 
pronouncement at the �me of sentencing and may be considered standard condi�ons of proba�on. These 
condi�ons may include that the proba�oner or offender in community control shall:  

• report to the proba�on and parole supervisors as directed, and  
• permit such supervisors to visit him or her at his or her home or elsewhere. 

Placement of Pregnant, Married or Parenting Students  

Students who become or have become married and students who are pregnant shall not be prohibited from 
atending school. These students and students who are parents shall receive the same educa�onal instruc�on or its 
equivalent as other students but may voluntarily be assigned to a class or program suited to their special needs. 
Pregnant or paren�ng teens may par�cipate in a teenage parent program. Pregnant students may atend 
alterna�ve educa�on programs or adult educa�on programs, provided that the curriculum allows the student to 
con�nue to work towards a high school diploma. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Role with Placement Decisions  

State law provides the authority for placement of students with the school district. Placement is based on 
professional educators’ evalua�ons of how well the student is mee�ng the levels of performance for student 
progression. Such evalua�ons take into account whether or not the student has the knowledge and skills to move 
on successfully to the more difficult work of the next grade or course. Parents/legal guardians may discuss a 
placement with school officials and ask for an explana�on of the placement, and they may review the evidence the 
school used to make the placement. There is not provision for voluntary reten�on or placement based solely on 
student or parental preference, F.S. 1008.25. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Request for Change in Placement  

Florida Statute 1003.3101 gives a parent/legal guardian the right to request his or her child be transferred to 
another classroom teacher based on (1) the teacher’s out of field cer�fica�on status or (2) personal preference. 
This statute does not give the pare/legal guardian the right to choose a specific classroom teacher. Teachers with 
out-of-field cer�fica�ons are named on our district website 30 days before the beginning of the semester. 
Parents/legal guardians may complete a Teacher Change Request form, which is also available on the district 
website and at schools. When the form is returned to the school, the parent/legal guardian will be contacted to 
schedule a conference (required). A�er the conference, the principal will either approve or deny the request with 
the ra�onale for the denial in wri�ng. Schools must approve or deny the transfer within two weeks of receiving the 
request. Consistent with the school board rules and in accordance with state statute (1012.28 (5) F.S.), the 
Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority in the placement of students in 
programs or classes.   
 
Placement in Intensive Reading  1008.25 F.S.  
For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or 2 on the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) in 
English Language Arts (ELA), the student may be enrolled in an Intensive Reading (IR) course the following year or a 
content-area course in which reading strategies are delivered based on a diagnosis of the student’s specific reading 
needs. Intensive Reading courses shall be designed and offered pursuant to the District’s Comprehensive Reading 
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Plan (CRP). Please refer to the sec�on on reading support in this document and the CRP at 
htp://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/cs/crp/. 
 
Placement from Accredited Schools in Grades 6-8 

Students enrolling in grades 6-8 from an accredited public, private or charter school shall be placed in a grade 
consistent with the recommenda�ons of the sending school and the support informa�on provided that documents 
student progress and mastery of standards.  

Placement from Home Education or Unaccredited Schools in Grades 6-8 

Students seeking ini�al placement in grades 6-8 from a home educa�on program or an unaccredited charter public 
or private school shall be evaluated by the local school to determine the most appropriate grade level placement. 
Criteria to be considered shall include age and maturity, standardized achievements test results, state assessment 
results, progress as it relates to the Florida Standards and benchmarks, previous records from public or private 
schools and evidence from the student’s por�olio of work and achievement while in home educa�on.  
In no instance shall the placement be automa�c, based solely on the recommenda�on of the unaccredited public 
or private school, home educator, or age. The placement decision is subject to review and revision a�er school 
personnel have had the opportunity to observe the student’s work. Should there be reasonable suspicion of a 
student’s grades, ini�al assessments mat be required to determine grade placement. 

Instructional Support for Math  
For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FAST for mathema�cs, the student may receive 
support for the following year. Support may be provided within the student’s regularly scheduled math class or 
through Founda�onal Skills Mathema�cs 6-8, elec�ve credit, course. Please refer to the sec�on on remedia�on in 
this document.  

Termination of School Placement at Age 16  

A student who atains the age of 16 years during the school year is not subject to compulsory school atendance 
beyond the date upon which he or she atains that age, provided the student files a formal declara�on must 
acknowledge that termina�ng school enrollment is likely to reduce the student’s earning poten�al and must be 
signed by the student and the student’s parent/legal guardian. 
 
The following steps must also be taken:  

• The school shall no�fy the student’s parent/legal guardian of receipt of the student’s declara�on of intent 
to terminate school enrollment.  

• The student’s school counselor or other school personnel shall conduct an exit interview with the student 
to determine the reasons for the student’s decision to terminate school enrollment and ac�ons that could 
be taken to keep the student in school. 

• The student shall be informed of opportuni�es to con�nue his or her educa�on in a different 
environment, including, but not limited to, adult educa�on and GED test prepara�on. 

• The student shall complete a survey to provide data on student reasons for termina�ng enrollment and 
ac�ons taken by schools to keep students enrolled. 

 
Placement of Homeless Students  

The federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
ensures that each homeless child and youth has equal access to the same free, appropriate public educa�on, 
including a public preschool educa�on, as other children and youth. Homeless children and youth must have access 
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to the educa�onal and other services that they need to enable them to meet the same challenges state student 
academic achievement standards to which all students are held. In addi�on, homeless students may not be 
separated from the mainstream school environment based on homelessness alone.  
 
Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nigh�me residence are considered homeless. If, due to 
a loss of housing, a child must line in a shelter, motel vehicle, or campground, on the street, in abandoned 
buildings, or doubled-up with rela�ves or friends, then he/she is eligible to receive services provided under the 
McKinney-Vento Act. 
 
A homeless student shall be permited to enroll immediately, even if the student is unable to produce records 
normally required for enrollment. This includes, but is not limited to, records such as previous academic records, 
medical and immuniza�on records, and proof of residency. A homeless child shall be granted a temporary 
exemp�on from entrance requirements for 30 school days. For detailed informa�on, see 
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/homeless.  
 
Placement of English Language Learners  

Per federal law, all children in the United States are en�tled to equal access to a basic public elementary and 
secondary educa�on regardless of their parent’s/legal guardians’ actual pr perceived na�onal origin, ci�zenship, or 
immigra�on status. The school district may not inquire into a student’s immigra�on status nor keep records or list 
pertaining to immigra�on status. The following process will be followed: 

1. Do not ask about the student or their parent’s/legal guardian’s immigra�on status, 
2. Follow SJCSD enrollment guidelines as for any student, 
3. Follow SJCSD documenta�on of residency policy, and  
4. Follow SJCSD documented guardianship policy (if necessary). 

 
Please note that if the student meets the defini�on of homeless, per the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act the student must be enrolled immediately. Understanding that each situa�on is unique, please 
contact the Student Services Department in order to make the best decision for the student. 
 

Transfer and Withdrawals  
Students transferring into the district once the school year has begun shall be assessed in reading and math to 
determine reading proficiency and to ensure proper course placement and instruc�onal support. Students will be 
placed into middle or high school courses based on mastery of the appropriate Florida Standards in accordance 
with the student’s Customized Learning Path (CLP) and based on the transferring school’s transcript of work 
completed. 
 
Course Weightings for Transfer Students  
Credits and grades entered and offered for acceptance shall be based on official transcripts and shall be accepted 
at face value subject to valida�on if required by the receiving school’s accredita�on. Student transferring credits 
into St. Johns County School District will be subject to the current course credit weigh�ng approved by the St. Johns 
County School Board and in alignment with Florida DOE course code directory. If a leter grade is assigned, that 
grade is entered in our system, even if the grading scale from which the student transferred is not equivalent to St. 
Johns County School District’s grading scale.  If only a numerical grade is provided and no grading scale is provided, 
our scale is applied to the student record. 
 
An official transcript sent by mail or electronically signed by a school administrator, must be on school leterhead 
and/or embossed with the school seal.  An official transcript must clearly iden�fy the school, the student, course 
number, date(s) course taken, credit earned and grade in each course. Students who transfer with credits from a 
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private school in which the course �tle does not correspond with a course �tle found in the Florida Course Code 
Directory.  
 
An unofficial transcript is one that is hand-delivered by a student or parent/legal guardian, is delivered to an 
administrator in an open envelope or is on plain paper.  
 
Promotion of Late-in-the-Year Transfer Students 

The promo�on of students transferring into St. Johns County during the last grading period shall be determined 
primarily by the grades and records received from the sending school.  
 

State End-of-Course Assessments for Transfer Students – See State 
Assessments for Transfer Students  
 

Atendance  
 
Parent/legal guardian and student responsibili�es are: 

• To be informed of school board policies and rules about absenteeism and tardiness,  
• To appeal a decision about an absence, 
• To make up classwork in a reasonable amount of �me a�er an excused absence, 
• To atend classes daily and be on �me, 
• To explain or document the reason for an absence, and  
• To request make-up work a�er an absence and to complete it in a reasonable amount of �me. 

 
For specific informa�on about atendance, please see the Student Code of Conduct on the District website: 
htp://www.stjohs.k12.fl.us/schoolservices/conduct/. 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

Charter Schools 
Charter Schools are public schools that are operated by the governing board of a non-profit organiza�on under the 
sponsorship of the St. Johns County School Board. The grade levels, targeted student popula�on and services of a 
charter school are defined by the charter contract established between the School Board and the non-profit 
organiza�on.  
 
For more informa�on regarding specific SJCSD charter school contracts, please contact the SJCSD Charter Schools 
Office at htps://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/charter/.  
 
Promotion and Retention of Charter School Students  

Charter schools are held to the same standards and responsibili�es as other public schools in regard to promo�on 
and reten�on. Any authoriza�on customiza�on of these requirements would be found in the charter contract 
between the Charter Board and the St. Johns County School Board.  
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Foreign Exchange Students  
Admission of foreign exchange students is limited to students in grade 11. 
 

Home Educa�on  
For informa�on, visit FLDOE Office of Independent and Parental Choice Website at 
htps://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/other-school-choice-op�ons/home-edu/. To register for home 
educa�on, contact the office of Home Educa�on in the St. Johns County School District by phone or at 
htps://www.stjohns.12.fl.us/homeeduca�on/. Students entering St. Johns County School District and reques�ng 
credit for a home educa�on program must follow the Valida�on of Transfer Credit process specified by 6A-1.09941, 
F.A.C. /. 
 
Home Educa�on Student Par�cipa�on in Public Schools 1006.15 F.S., 1002.41 F.S. 
Legally registered home educa�on students may par�cipate in public school interscholas�c extracurricular 
programs at the public school which the student would be assigned according to the district school board 
atendance policy. Home educa�on students are given opportunity to par�cipate, but they must meet the same 
eligibility requirements as other students in public and private schools. As an example, any public or home 
educa�on student who does not have the required GPA is ineligible to par�cipate in extracurricular ac�vi�es. All 
students have to comply with the Florida Statutes and the FHSAA Bylaws to be eligible to par�cipate. All students 
are required to meet the requirements established in state law, FHSAA regula�ons and their respec�ve schools of 
par�cipa�ons. Home educa�on students may submit FHSAA EL7 Verifica�on of Student Registra�on with Public 
School District Home Educa�on Office form (htp://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/homeeduca�on/) to the office of Home 
Educa�on no less than one week prior to the par�cipa�on deadline. Home educa�on students must register with 
the school in which they intent to par�cipate in interscholas�c and intrascholas�c ac�vi�es prior to par�cipa�on in 
the ac�vity, FS 1008.25. 
 
Although public schools are under no obliga�on to provide home educa�on students access to classes, programs, 
services, or other educa�onal opportuni�es, home educa�on students may submit a request to the school 
principal to par�cipate in academic classes at their assigned school if space is available. Home educa�on students 
approved for district classes are subject to school board approval. If home educa�on students are approved and 
par�cipate in academic classes, they will be expected to follow the Student Code of Conduct and par�cipate in 
required state and district assessments, the same as regular full-�me students. If the student cannot atend and 
par�cipate in required tes�ng, they may not be eligible for academic classes. Noncompliance may result in the 
withdrawal from class. 
Comple�ng a Home Educa�on program does not result in the awarding of a diploma. Students who are home 
educated are not eligible to walk in a district high school gradua�on ceremony. 
 
Students enrolled in a Home Educa�on program may par�cipate in statewide assessments. Each district’s Home 
Educa�on office is required, per s. 1002.41, Florida Statues, to provide students with the date, �me, and loca�on 
for the administra�on of each assessment. If this informa�on is not received, students/parents/legal guardians 
should reach out to their local Home Educa�on Office.  
 
If such student chooses to their course(s) via virtual instruc�ons, they may take their state student assessment at 
their zoned school. If this happens, the home educa�on student must contact the home educa�on department by 
their set date to register. SJVS does not arrange statewide tes�ng for home educa�on students, nor does SJVS 
receive scores once tes�ng is complete. 
 
Note that statewide assessments are op�onal for Home Educa�on students. The results of the assessment do not 
affect the student’s final course grade, nor should the results be used for promo�on/reten�on purposes.  
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Home educa�on students must register with the school in which they intend to par�cipate in interscholas�c and 
interscholas�c ac�vi�es prior to par�cipa�on in the ac�vity. Legally registered home educa�on students may 
par�cipate in public school interscholas�c extracurricular programs at the public school which the student would 
be assigned according to the district school board atendance policy. Home educa�on students are given 
opportunity to par�cipate, but they must meet the same eligibility requirements as other students in public and 
private schools. As an example, any public or home educa�on student who does not have the required GPA is 
ineligible to par�cipate in extracurricular ac�vi�es. All students must comply with the Florida Statutes and the 
FHSAA Bylaws to be eligible to par�cipate. All students are required to meet the requirements established in state 
law, FHSAA regula�ons and their respec�ve schools of par�cipa�ons. Home educa�on students may submit the 
FHSAA Verifica�on of Student Registra�on with Public School District Home Educa�on Office form to the office of 
Home Educa�on no less than one week prior to the par�cipa�on deadline. 
 
For dual enrollment informa�on for home educa�on students, 
htps://www.fldoe.org/core/filepasre.php/18379/urlt/dual_enrollment_faq.pdf.  
 

Hospital/Homebound  
 
Programs for Students in Need of Homebound or Hospital Services  
A homebound or hospitalized student is a student who has medically diagnosed injury, a chronic 
physical/psychiatric condi�on, or has repeated intermitent illness due to a persistent medical problem.  
 

The Academics, Performance, Excellence (APEX) Program at St. Johns Technical High 
School 
 
The APEX Program at St. Johns Technical High School customizes and delivers an appropriate learning path for each 
student in a suppor�ve and responsive environment. Students who might not otherwise experience success are 
encouraged to develop a strong work ethic while exploring voca�onal opportuni�es and achieving high standards 
in character and academics. Informa�on is also available on the district website: 
htps://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/Apex.  
 
Alterna�ve Placement for Students Retained Two or More Years  
An alternate placement shall be offered for a student who has been retained two or more years. The alterna�ve 
placement shall provide the student with intensive, differen�ated instruc�on designed to remediate the student's 
academic deficiencies and shall include opportuni�es for the student to be placed in small group instruc�onal 
se�ngs. The alterna�ve placement shall, under most circumstances, be at the student’s home zoned school by may 
involve placement at the district-designated site. The alterna�ve placement may not be a placement in a regular 
program at a higher grade.  
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Virtual Educa�on 
 
Virtual coursework is available but not required at the middle school level.  
 
Florida Statue 1002.37 provides student rights rela�ve to the eligibility of full-�me Florida Virtual School/St. Johns 
Virtual School students to par�cipate in interscholas�c extracurricular ac�vi�es at their home-zoned public school.  
 
Addi�onal Informa�on on Florida Public Virtual Schools is available at the FDOE Virtual Instruc�on webpage: 
htps://www.fldoe.org/Schools/virtual-schools. The first choice for virtual school for St. Johns County students is St. 
Johns County Virtual School (SJVS); informa�on is available at htps://stjohnsvirtual.com.  
 
A Florida Virtual School (FLVS) student may be able to take industry cer�fica�on exams, na�onal assessments, and 
statewide assessments offered by the district at what would have been their school of enrollment per the district 
zoning policy. The FLVS student must contact their zoned school to make the necessary arrangements.  
 
Placement/Acceleration in St. Johns Virtual School (SJVS) or Florida Virtual School (FLVS)  

As s�pulated by the Florida K-20 Educa�on Code (s. 1000.01 F.S.), parents/legal guardians have the right to choose 
educa�onal op�ons such as SJVS or FLVS for their children. A student’s full-�me school may not deny access to 
virtual courses. SJVS is the provider of first choice for virtual instruc�on; however, in situa�ons in which SJVS 
cannot fulfill the need, students may qualify to access the services of FLVS. 
 
The School Board shall provide students with access to enroll in courses available through SJVS or FLVS and shall 
award credit for successful comple�on of such courses. Access may be available to students during or a�er the 
normal school day and for FLVS, throughout the summer. Students wishing to take courses from SJVS or FLVS must 
work closely with their school counselors to ensure that courses fit in their Customized Learning Path (CLP). 
Placement in a virtual course at any �me will follow the district course request process. The Superintendent has 
designated the principal of the school as the final authority in the placement of students in programs or classes. 
 
St. Johns Virtual School offers:  

• Full �me instruc�on (1002.45 F.S.) 
• Individual courses for SJCSD public school students as well as home educa�on students  
• Curriculum for grades K-12 provided by FLVS 
• Curriculum for grades 6-12 provided by Edmentum Learning 

 
SJVS offers two addi�onal virtual op�ons for district students in grades K-12 who meet eligibility requirements to 
enroll in full �me and part �me courses. Families may choose from op�ons that include district operated (SJCSD 
instructors) or provider operated (contracted instruc�on). For more informa�on, call 904-547-8080 or visit 
htps://stjohnsvirtual.com/, htps://www-sjvs.stjohns.k12.fl.us or htps://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-
choice/virtual-edu/dis-virtual-op�ons.stml. The Florida Online Course Catalog may be found at 
htps://www.fldoe.org/school-choice/virtual-edu/fl-online-catalog.stml. 
 
SJVS or FLVS is appropriate for students who: 

• have medical or behavior issues that may limit success in the tradi�onal classroom,  
• need a more flexible schedule due to training or other extra-curricular endeavors,  
• need access to a course not offered at their school, or  
• are home schooled. 
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Students enrolled in a SJVS/FLVS course which requires a state end-of-course assessment (EOC) are required to take 
the EOC in their district school of enrollment and he EOC is 30% of the grade in the class.  
 
Full �me SJVS students are public school students and are required to take all assessments at St. Johns Virtual 
School.  
 
Virtual schools must assess the reading ability if students scoring at Level 1 or 2 on the FAST in English Language 
Arts twice per year. (State Board Rule 6A-6.054) 
Enrollment  

Students wishing to take advantage of courses offered by SJVS or FLVS must follow the procedure outlined below:  
• The student must meet with the school counselor to determine if placement is SJVS or FLVS is 

academically appropriate for the student based on course prerequisites, the student’s academic history, 
age, and appropriateness of the course for the student’s customized Learning Path (CLP).  

• For students with disabili�es, an IEP or 504 mee�ng will be held prior to determining whether placement 
in SJVS/FLVS course is appropriate based on their individual needs.  

• All pe��ons to take a course via SJVS or FLVS must be approved by the student’s school counselor prior to 
the start of a new semester or summer school. 

• Once a semester has begun, a student may not withdraw from a school course to enroll in the same 
course online without administra�ve approval. 

• A student may not simultaneously be placed in the same course concurrently at a district middle or high 
school and at SJVS or FLVS. 

 
Schools shall make every effort for a student to access SJVS/FLVS coursework on site for a student whose CLP 
indicates that placement in a SJVS or FLVS course during the school day is appropriate. 
 
Awarding of New Credit  

Students should seek counseling from guidance department personnel prior to pursuing new credit outside of their 
zoned school. Curriculum is reviewed to ensure course alignment prior to course approval. New credit shall be 
awarded by a St. Johns County high school for pre-approved high school courses taken in an accredited public, 
private or virtual school by students provided EOC assessment requirements have been met. For a list of 
accredita�on agencies see htps://www.advanc-ed.org.oasis2/u/par/search. 
 

CURRIUCLUM AND INSTRUCTION  
Regular Program-Course Requirements 1003.4156 F.S. 
 
To be promoted to grade 9, students are required to successfully complete the following courses in grades 6-8: 

• Three middle school or higher courses in English Language Arts 
• Three middle school or higher courses in mathema�cs 
• Three middle school or higher courses in social studies.  
•  One of the social studies courses must be at least a one semester civics educa�on course that includes 

the roles and responsibili�es of federal, state and local governments; the structures and func�ons of the 
legisla�ve, execu�ve and judicial branches of government; and the meaning and significance of historic 
documents, such as the Ar�cles of Confedera�on, the Declara�on of Independence and the Cons�tu�on 
of the United States. A student transferring into middle grades a�er the beginning of the second term is 
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not required to meet this requirement if three social studies courses or two year-long courses that include 
civics have already been completed.  

• Addi�onally, a career and educa�on planning course must be completed in either grades 6, 7 or 8. The 
course must be internet based, customizable to each student and include research bases assessment to 
assist the students in determining educa�onal and career op�ons. 1003.4156 F.S. 

• Three middle school or higher courses in science.  
• The equivalent of one class period per day of physical educa�on for one semester of each year. 

 
Once course must be a Civics educa�on course that includes the roles and responsibili�es of federal, state and local 
governments; the structures and func�ons of the legisla�ve, execu�ve and judicial branches of government; and 
the meaning and significance of historic documents, such as the Ar�cles of Confedera�on, the Declara�on of 
Independence and the U.S. Cons�tu�on. A student transferring into middle grades a�er the beginning of the 
second term is not required to meet this requirement if three social studies courses or two year-long courses that 
includes civics have already been completed. 
 
Each student’s performance on the state Civics End-of-Course (EOC) assessment will be 30% of the final 
grade in the course. Students with disabili�es may qualify for a waiver of the EOC requirement. Please 
see the Statewide Assessment sec�on for more informa�on. 
 
The physical educa�on requirement shall be waived for students who meet one of the following criteria: 
(1003.455 F.S.) 

• The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course 
• The student’s parent/legal guardian indicates in wri�ng to the school district that:  

 the parent/legal guardian requests that the student enrolls in another course from among those 
courses offered as op�ons by the school district, based upon availability at the students’ school of 
atendance or 

 the student is par�cipa�ng in physical ac�vi�es outside the school day which are equal to or in 
excess of the mandated requirement. 

 
Students are required to receive 300 minutes of instruc�on during the school day. Physical ac�vi�es outside the 
school day do not release students from the 300 minutes of instruc�on requirement. A student must take an 
approved, alterna�ve middle school course if physical educa�on course is waived. 
 
District Ini�a�ves include:  

• document-based ques�ons (DBQ) 
• elec�ves as appropriate to the student’s Customized Learning Path (CLP),  
• the Character Counts! Program is integrated into all subject areas, and  
• all middle school students are encouraged to take part in service learning/volunteer opportuni�es. 

 
Required Instruc�on (1003.42 F.S.) is detailed in the Appendix.  
 
Grade-Level Classifica�on Requirements  

• Classifica�on for 6th grade - promo�on from 5th grade 
• Classifica�on for 7th grade - successful comple�on of 6th grade language arts, mathema�cs, science and 

social studies  
• Classifica�on for 8th grade - successful comple�on of 7th grade language arts, mathema�cs, science, and 

social studies 
Addi�onal Requirement:  
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• The equivalent of one class period per day of physical educa�on for one semester of each year for 
students enrolled in grades 6 through 8 unless student is eligible for a state-approved waiver.  

 
Student grade level classifica�on or course placement at the end of the first semester will determine which Florida 
Assessment (FAST) or Florida Alternate Assessment (AA) is administered. 
 
 
 
Course Prerequisites and Corequisites  

Many courses listed in the St. Johns County High School Course Catalog have prerequisites and corequisites. These 
prerequisites and/or corequisites must be honored unless student pe��on and the ensuing conversa�on with a 
school counselor indicate that an excep�on needs to be made based on data and a student’s Customized Learning 
Path. 
 
Course Placement  

Core course placement is based on a review of pre and/or co-requisite courses, current grades, state assessment 
scores and teacher recommenda�ons. 
 
Exemptions from Instruction 1003.42(5) F.S. 
Any student whose parent/legal guardian presents a writen request to the principal shall be exempted from 
instruc�on on reproduc�ve health or any disease, including HIV/Aids, its symptoms, development, and 
treatment. A student so exempted shall not be penalized by reason of the exemp�on. The exemp�on must be 
requested annually. 
 
Pursuant to F.S. 1003.47, dissec�on may be performed on nonliving mammals or birds secured from a recognized 
source of specimens and under supervision of qualified instructors. Students may be excused upon writen request 
of a parent/guardian. 
 
Any student whose parent/legal guardian presents a writen request to the principal shall be exempted from a 
proposed supplemental literary study, the content or presenta�on of which causes parent/legal guardian concern. 
The student so exempted shall be provided an alterna�ve selec�on and shall not be penalized by reason of the 
exemp�on. 
 
Replacement of Middle School Courses  

Course replacements for middle school students shall be made on a case-by-case basis upon pe��on to the middle 
school principal. Upon comple�on of a possible replacement course for a previously failed middle school course, 
students/parents/legal guardians must supply documenta�on consis�ng of the following items: 

• proof of the accredita�on status of the school at which the replacement course was completed, (see 
lis�ng of regional accredita�on agencies in Awarding of New Credit Sec�on. 
htps://www/elearners.com/resources/agencies.asp) 

• documenta�on of mastery of the appropriate benchmarks of the Florida Standards for the replacement 
course 

 a por�olio of work representa�ve of the content of the course, or 
 Academic Recovery Lab record. 

 
Academic Recovery Lab  
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 A review of student academic and atendance records will be conducted prior to the start of school and at the end 
of each semester. Students mee�ng the criteria listed below shall be considered for an opportunity to par�cipate in 
the Academic Recovery Labs:  

• students who are two or more years older than their peers,  
• students who are preforming two or more years below grade level,  
• students who are not mastering specific skills,  
• student in need of remedia�on beginning a�er the first interim report,  
• students who are in danger of failing at the end of the first semester,  
• students with an IEP, or 
• students who have a grade of F at the semester. 

The middle school principal, upon receipt and verifica�on of the required documenta�on of mastery, shall approve 
the replacement course, and the student’s record shall be amended to reflect the replacement grade. When the 
student’s record is amended to reflect the replacement grade, the student may be reclassified from 6th to 7th or 7th 
to 8th grade. In the event of insufficient verifica�on evidence, the grade for the course failed shall remain.  
 

Academic and Career Plans 1003.4156 F.S. 
 
School-to-Work Transition  

All elementary, middle, and high schools shall document the manner in which they have prepared students to enter 
the workforce, including informa�on regarding the provision of accurate, �mely career and curricular counseling to 
students. 
 
This informa�on shall include a delinea�on of available career opportuni�es, educa�onal requirements associated 
with each career, educa�onal ins�tu�ons that prepare students to enter each career, and student financial aid 
available to enable students to pursue any postsecondary instruc�on required to enter that career. 
 
Schools shall also delineate school procedures for iden�fying individual student interests and ap�tudes which 
enable students to make informed decisions about the curriculum that best addresses their individual interests and 
ap�tudes while preparing them to enroll in postsecondary educa�on and enter the workforce. 
 
Beginning in grade 6, students shall receive informa�on which includes recommended high school coursework that 
prepares students for success in college-level work. The informa�on shall be made known to parents/legal 
guardians and students annually through inclusion in the school's handbook, manual, or similar documents or 
other communica�ons regularly provided to parents/legal guardians and students. 
 

Advanced Course/Honor Roll 
Each middle school offers Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) op�ons: 
whole-grade and mid-year promo�on, subject mater accelera�on, virtual instruc�on in higher grade-
level subjects including dual enrollment for students who are eligible, and the Credit Accelera�on 
Program. ACCEL op�ons do not supersede the promo�on requirements of 1003.4156 F.S. Program 
specifics are available through each school’s guidance department. Such placement shall be made a�er 
review by guidance personnel and administra�on. (1002.3105 F.S.) Students who are enrolled in an 
accelerated above grade level course must take the state and district assessments associated with that 
course. 
 
Prerequisites for Dual Enrollment  1007.271 F.S. 
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• Students must first meet district qualifica�ons for honors course placement to be considered for dual 
enrollment. 

• Students must demonstrate readiness for college-level coursework if the student is to be enrolled in 
college courses.  

• Career dual enrollment is limited to students enrolled in courses/programs leading to industry 
cer�fica�on. 

• Public school students must have a 3.0 unweighted GPA for college-credit dual enrollment courses. Or a 
2.0 unweighted GPA for a career cer�ficate dual enrollment course. 

• Excep�ons to the required GPAs may be granted if the school and community college agree and the terms 
of the agreement are contained withing the dual enrollment ar�cula�on agreement.   

• Par�cipa�on in the career early admission program shall be limited to students who have completed a 
minimum of four semesters of full-�me secondary enrollment, including studies undertaken in the ninth 
grade. 

• A High School GPA may not be required for home educa�on students to par�cipate in dual enrollment 
courses who meet the minimum score on a common placement test or other qualifying placement test 
adopted by the State Board of Educa�on which indicates that the student is ready for college-level 
coursework.  

 
Qualifying Placement Test Scores to Enroll in Dual Enrollment English & Math at St. 

Johns River State College  
Test & Course Placement  PERT ACT SAT 

ENC 1101 
103-150 
(writing) 

17-up 
(writing) 25-up (writing) 

MAT 1033 114-122 19-20 24 
MAC 1105/MTB 1304/STA 
2023 123*150 21-26 25-28 
MAC 1147/MAC 2233   27-up 29-30 
MAC 2311   30-up 31-up 

 
High School Credit in Middle School 1003.4156 F.S., 1008.22(3)(c)12.a.F.S.. 
Middle school students may be enrolled appropriately in high school credit-earning courses. Courses will adhere to 
high school grading policy which may be found in the high school program sec�on of the Student Progression Plan. 
 
Students taking Algebra 1 Honors, Geometry Honors, Biology Honors or an equivalent high school course in middle 
school must take the EOC assessment and it will be 30% of the final grade in the course. Passing the state 
administered assessment is a gradua�on requirement. Students with disabili�es may qualify for EOC waivers. For 
more informa�on, please see the Excep�onal Student Educa�on sec�on of this document. 
 
Middle school students earning high school credit shall simultaneously be credited with mee�ng the requirements 
for the appropriate corresponding pre-grade 9 courses. High school courses taken below grade 9 are included in 
student’s cumula�ve GPA and may be used to sa�sfy high school gradua�on requirements and Bright Futures 
award requirements. 
 
Credit Acceleration Program 1003.4295 F.S.  
The Credit Accelera�on Program (CAP) is created for the purpose of allowing a student to earn high school credit in 
courses required for high school gradua�on through passage of an end-of-course assessment administered under 
s. 1008.22, an Advanced Placement Examina�on, or a College Level Examina�on Program (CLEP). Notwithstanding 
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s. 1003.436, a school district shall award course credit to a student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has 
not completed the course, if the student atains a passing score on the corresponding end-of-course assessment, 
Advanced Placement Examina�on, or CLEP. The school district shall permit a public school or home educa�on 
student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not completed the course, to take the assessment or 
examina�on during the regular administra�on of the assessment or examina�on. 
 
The requirements and eligibility process are as follows: 
• The EOC will be administered only at the �mes established by the state assessment calendar. 
• The score necessary to earn credit will be determined by the state and applied in all situa�ons. 
• Only credit (no grade) will be earned by mee�ng the passing score on the EOC. 
• If a student takes the EOC and does not earn credit, the student will not be eligible to apply for further 
CAP tes�ng for the same course un�l addi�onal prepara�on has been documented and evaluated. 
• For review of materials, visit htps://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/.  
 
Single Course Acceleration (except math)  

In order to allow students to progress on their own Customized Learning Paths (CLPs), the following procedures 
allow for demonstra�on of mastery and single course accelera�on. It is necessary to complete the District's Course 
Accelera�on Checklist/Request available from the school counselor and at 
htps://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/cs/accelera�on-op�ons/. Consistent with school board rules and in accordance with 
state statue 1012.28(5) F.S., the Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority in 
the placement of students in programs or classes.  
 
All students are eligible for single course accelera�on a�er demonstra�ng mastery of the current grade level course 
standards. When a student is accelerated, he/she is s�ll responsible for mastering all standards in the current grade 
level course and will be required to take all state and district assessments. Integrated curriculum standards such as 
literacy and social studies may be missed through accelera�on yet included on future assessments. In addi�on, 
math and science topics are presented only once rather than being repeated year a�er year. Therefore, the parent 
should consider carefully the full academic and social ramifica�ons of accelera�on and confer with the school 
counselor to determine if single course accelera�on is appropriate for the student based on the student’s academic 
history, teacher recommenda�on, ability to work independently and the long-range academic, social, and 
emo�onal effect of accelera�on. The Course Accelera�on Request should be completed by the end of the first 
quarter. 
 
St. Johns Virtual School (SJVS) is the provider of first choice for virtual instruc�on; however, in situa�ons in which 
SJVS cannot fulfill the need, students may qualify to access the services of Florida Virtual School (FLVS). 
 
Procedure for Course Acceleration (except math) 

• A teacher or parent/legal guardian who believes a student might be a candidate for course accelera�on 
shall contact the school counselor and share classroom evidence and FAST performance in support of the 
student’s possible assignment to the next grade level course.  

• The school counselor shall review the classroom evidence of poten�al course mastery and complete the 
Course Accelera�on Checklist with the parent/legal guardian.  

• If tes�ng is authorized by the parent/legal guardian on the Course Accelera�on Checklist, the school 
counselor shall no�fy the principal and obtain the appropriate assessments from the Instruc�onal Services 
department.  

• The teacher shall administer the recommended assessments and consult with the Curriculum Specialist to 
determine if the student demonstrates mastery, defined as 80% or beter.  
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• If the student achieves a mastery score of 80% or above, the teachers shall note the areas that the 
students has not yet mastered and instruct the student in those areas prior to or while the student is 
taking the next course in the sequence.  

• The principal and school counselor shall complete and submit the Course Accelera�on Checklist/Request 
Form to the Director for Instruc�onal Services.  

• The Director for Instruc�onal Services will review the documents of mastery and make a final 
determina�on of single course accelera�on and shall no�fy the school within five days of the decision. 

• If virtual school is required for the next course level, the Director of Instruc�onal Services will send the 
Course Accelera�on Checklist/Request Form to the Director of Guidance and Programs of Choice for 
registra�on.  

• If the accelera�on is to a virtual school, the progress of the student in the new course shall be monitored 
by the virtual teacher.  

• If the accelera�on is to another teacher’s classroom, the sending teacher shall monitor the student’s 
mastery of the items not mastered on the assessments and keep the teacher of the accelerated course 
apprised of the student’s progress on the missed items.  

 
Accelerated students take state assessments at the level they have received instruc�on and FAST and course 
performance data is used to determine appropriate placement for the student in the next school year. 
 
Eligibility for Honor Roll in Middle School  

Middle school honor roll, as defined by the St. Johns County School District, is comprised of students who earn the 
grades of A or B for a par�cular grading period. Students who earn honor roll may receive the St. Johns County 
School District Honor Roll Card. 
 
Advance Course Placement Criteria  

The following criteria is represen�ng consensus of all middle school and district administrators:  
 
Honors or Advanced Course Placement  

The St. Johns County School District criteria for honors or advanced course placement are any one of the following:  
 Grades – A grade of C or beter in the previous honors course or a grade of A in the previous standards 

course 
 FAST – Level 4 or 5 in appropriate area and not less than a Level 3 in any area  

 On mathema�cs FAST for placement in honors mathema�cs classes  
 On reading FAST for placement in honors English, social studies, and science for foreign language  

• PSAT – A score of 480 or higher on the appropriate assessment  
 Math score for mathema�cs honors class placement  
 Reading and/or language for English, social studies, science, and foreign languages honors class 

placement 
• Norm Referenced Test – Stanine of 7, 8, or 9 on an appropriate assessment  

 Math score for mathema�cs honors class placement  
 Reading and/or language for English, social studies, science, and foreign languages honors class 

placement 
 
 
Please Note: Students with level 1 or 2 on their ELA – FAST will be placed in courses that provide targeted or 
intensive reading interven�ons and the students may not qualify for an honors level course.  
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Academic performance and teacher recommenda�on may be considered in student placement. Consistent with 
school board rules and in accordance with state statute [1012.28(5) F.S.], the Superintendent has designated the 
principal of the school as the final authority in the placement of students in programs or classes. 
 
 
Middle School Mathematics Placement Criteria  

It is important to understand the content of advanced math courses when considering accelera�on by “skipping” 
any sequen�al math course. The Florida mathema�cs standards are designed as a progression of learning from one 
grade level to another. If a student “skip” any of the math standards as part of a math course, these topics are not 
taught again, but are founda�onal for higher level mathema�cs courses. Therefore, students given the opportunity 
to choose this progression will be given district developed supplemental summer work on the “skipped” content to 
be completed before entering the appropriate advanced math course enrolled in the fall of the upcoming school 
year. 
 
Specific math placement criteria were developed and are shown in the math course progression chart that follows. 
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Academic performance, summer work FAST scores and teacher recommenda�on may be considered in student 
placement. Student placement is at the discre�on of the principal. Consistent with school board rules and in 
accordance with state statue [1012.28 (5) F.S.], the Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as 
the final authority in the placement of students in programs or classes.  
 

Assessment, Instruc�onal Support, and Progress Monitoring  
 
State Assessments  1008.22 F.S. 

Par�cipa�on in the statewide tes�ng program, which consist of the FAST, State End-of-Course (EOC) assessments 
and alternate assessments, is mandatory for all K-12 students atending public schools. These assessments of 
reading shall be administered annually in grades 3-10 and includes wri�ng in grades 4-10, math in grades 4-
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Geometry, and science in grades 5 and 8. The B.E.S.T. wri�ng assessment will be administered in April for grades 3-
10, as well.  

Middle school students take the state End-of-Course (EOC) assessment in Civics, and it will be 30% of the final 
grade in the course. Middle school students taking Algebra 1 Honors, Geometry Honors or Biology Honors. History 
must take the EOC, and it will be 30% of the final grade in the course. Middle school students who take EOC 
assessments are not required to take the corresponding standard subject and grade-level F5 assessment. Passing 
Algebra 1 EOC is a gradua�on requirement. Students with disabili�es may qualify for an EOC waiver. For more 
informa�on, please see Excep�onal Student Educa�on sec�on of this document. 

State Assessments for Transfer Students  

Students transferring into the district once the school year has begun shall be assessed immediately in reading and 
math to determine reading proficiency and to ensure proper course and remedial instruc�on placement. 
 
If a student transfers into a Florida high school from out of country, out of state, a private school, or home school, 
and the student’s transcript shows credit received in Algebra 1 or an equivalent course the credit shall be honored. 
However, the student must pass the statewide, standardized Algebra 1 EOC assessment in order to earn a standard 
high school diploma unless the student earned a compara�ve score, passed a statewide assessment in Algebra 1 
administered by the transferring en�ty, or passed the statewide mathema�cs assessment the transferring en�ty 
uses to sa�sfy the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act. 
htps://nces.ed.gov/programs/statereform/tab2_3.asp htps://nces.ed.gov/programs/statereform/tab2_24.asp  
 
If a student’s transcript shows a credit in high school reading or English Language Arts II or III, in order to earn a 
standard high school diploma, the student must take and pass the Grade 10 FAST ELA assessment or earn 
concordant score.  
 
If a transfer student’s transcript shows a final course grade and course credit in Geometry, Biology I or U.S. History, 
the transferring course final grade and credit shall be honored without the student taking the requisite statewide, 
standardized EOC assessment and without the assessment results cons�tu�ng 30 percent of the student’s final 
course grade. Transfer students must pass Florida’s EOC assessments for the scholar designa�on (see cohort 
requirements in Appendix) 
 
There are two op�ons for students who enter school mid-year with .5 credit in Algebra 1, Biology, Geometry, or 
equivalent courses which have a state EOC assessment: 

• Op�on 1 
The parent/legal guardian/student may decide to keep half credit and grade that is on their records. The 
state EOC would then be worth 30% of ONLY their second semester. The student would earn two half 
credits, one they came in with and the other from the second semester using the state EOC grade for 30% 
of the grade for only the second semester. 

• Op�on 2 
Quarters 1-4 are each worth 17.5% and the state EOC would be 30% of the final grade. The student would 
use the grades for the first two quarters only with no .5 credit awarded and take the state EOC for 30% of 
the final grade to earn a yea (1.0) credit. The important point with this op�on is not to award the .5 credit 
for transfer grades for the first semester. If a full credit is not earned at the end of the year, we must s�ll 
award the half credit they came with, as we cannot take away credits earned.  
 

These op�ons should be discussed with the parent when the student enters school.  
 
If a student in and EOC course withdraws from the district and is going out of state:  

• If it is at the semester, the student is awarded .5 credit if earned.  
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If the student in an EOC course withdraws from the district and goes out of state and then returns to SJCSD the 
same year:  

1. Student can keep the .5 credit and the EOC is 30% of the second semester only, OR  
2. Student can use the grades from the out of district school (trailed grades) and the EOC is 30% of the 

whole year. 
3. The school gives the parent/legal guardian a leter to sign documen�ng their choice. The student 

never loses the original .5 credit.  
 
Algebra 1 EOC Information  

Because passing the Algebra 1 EOC is a gradua�on requirement, it is important to understand the possible 
scenarios for an Algebra 1 student:  

Course  EOC  The EOC is always 30% of the final grade 
Pass Fail  • The final course grade is included in the GPA 

• Credit in the course is awarded 
• The student must retake and pass the EOC or earn a compara�ve score to fulfill 

gradua�on requirements 
• The final course grade is re-averaged once the EOC is passed 

Fail Pass • The final course grade is included in the GPA 
• Credit in the course is awarded 
• If the student chooses to par�cipate in grade forgiveness, the EOC grade must be 

used as 30% of the final grade. Should the student retake the EOC (op�onal), the 
higher of the two test scores will be used as 30% of the final grade.   

Fail Fail • The final course grade is included in the GPA 
• The student must retake and pass the EOC to fulfill gradua�on requirements  
• The final course grade is re-averaged once the EOC is passed 

 
 
EOC Retake Policy  

If the student failed the EOC, retake is permited: 
• For grade forgiveness 
• To qualify for the scholar diploma designa�on  

 
If a student is repea�ng the class, either brink and mortar, recovery lab or SJVS, the student may re-take the EOC. 
The higher od the two scores will be used for grade calcula�on. 
 
No Assessment Exemptions Based in Attendance  

Schools shall not exempt students from academic performance requirements, such as final exams, based on 
prac�ces or policies designed to encourage student atendance. A student’s atendance record may not be used in 
whole or in part to provide an exemp�on from any academic performance requirement.  
 
Assessment Opportunities for Private School Students  

Private school students are eligible to take state developed End of Course Exams and other standardized 
assessments through the St. Johns County School District if the students register their zoned public school of 
atendance during the designated registra�on period.  
 
Support Requirements 1008.25(4)(a) F.S..  
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Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance in English Language Arts and/or Mathema�cs must 
be evaluated to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty, the areas of academic need, and strategies for 
providing academic supports to improve the student’s performance. 
 
Reading Support  1008.25(4)(9) F.S. 
All schools offer supplemental learning/ support opportuni�es. Student eligibility is based primarily on reading 
performance as determined by each school’s collec�ve evalua�on of data, which could include, but is not limited 
to, the following: 

• FAST  
• Progress Monitoring 
• Class grades 
• Class forma�ve and summa�ve assessment  
• Teacher recommenda�on or anecdotal evidence 

 
See appendix for St. Johns County Comprehensive Reading Plan. 
 
Content for Instructional Support   

All instruc�onal support shall include effec�ve, research-based, standards-driven instruc�on. Each school shall use 
the materials listed in its sec�on of the district’s Comprehensive Reading Plan as resources for support in reading. 
Any addi�onal resources must be scien�fically research-based and approved by the Curriculum Services 
Department prior to use. Instruc�onal support in reading shall be con�nued un�l a student’s reading deficiency is 
remediated and shall include the following components: 

• prescrip�ve targeted instruc�on for specific skill development, 
• variety of opportuni�es for repe��ons (repeated exposures),  
• smaller chunks of text or content,  
• guided and independent reading prac�ce,  
• skill development and prac�ce integrated into all ac�vi�es, 
• frequent monitoring, and  
• criterion-based evalua�on of success 

 
Progress Monitoring  1008.25(4)(b)1,2,3 F.S. 
A student who is not mee�ng the state requirements for sa�sfactory performance in English Language Arts and/or 
math must be covered by one of the following plans:  

• a federally required student plan such as an Individual Educa�on Plan (IEP),  
• a school-wide system of progress monitoring for all students, or 
• individualized progress monitoring. 

Schools shall monitor the progress of students needing reading interven�on three �mes during the year and adjust 
interven�ons based on data. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian refusal for support through Progress Monitoring and a Mul�-Tiered System of Supports 
(MTSS) 
 
The school district has the authority and responsibility to advise a student’s course of study. Statute requires a 
school to develop a MTSS in consulta�on with the parent/legal guardian, but it does not require parental approval, 
nor does it give the parent/legal guardian the right to veto a MTSS. The school is held accountable for the student’s 
success and may implement a MTSS without a parent/legal guardian’s approval. Students whose progress 
monitoring plan is an IEP, however, must have parent/legal guardian approval of the plan. 

Student Progression Plan -October 2023 26 of 55

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html


Middle School 2023-2024 
 

If the parent/legal guardian refuses to par�cipate in the support strategies detailed in the MTSS because he or she 
believes the strategies are unnecessary or inappropriate, the parent/legal guardian may appeal to the principal. 
The principal shall provide a hearing office, and the hearing office shall make a recommenda�on for final ac�on to 
the principal. Consistent with school board rules and in accordance with state statute (1012.28(5)F.S.), the 
Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority of the placement of students in 
programs and classes. For specific requirements, refer to the District’s Comprehensive Reading Plan on the SJCSD 
website at htp://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/cs/crp.  
 

GRADING AND REPORTING PROCEDURES  
 
The Importance of Grading  

Grading, in its purest form, is the way in which we communicate a student’s understanding of a concept, or 
concepts, in a course they are taking. Through grades, we are able to ascertain where a student stands on the 
learning con�nuum and provide feedback on the proficiency of students as it relates to course and/or content area 
standards. Grades should be objec�ve and formed by assessments directly related to the standards in a course. In 
conjunc�on with goals and scales, grades provide the most useful way to form a roadmap from which students can 
grow. 
 
It is in the interest of all students, teachers, and parents/legal guardians for there to be common grading 
expecta�ons, throughout Middle Schools in St. Johns County. This allows students to understand expecta�ons, and 
teachers to heighten collabora�on through the Professional Learning Communi�es process. District common 
grading prac�ces are designed to be fair, consistent and grounded in best prac�ce.  
 
The State Academic Standards (SAS) specify what students should know and be able to do in each course/subject at 
every grade level. In a standards-based system, grades should be an indica�on student learning through their level 
of proficiency as determined by summa�ve and forma�ve assessments. Following are defini�ons of terms used in 
describing common high school grading expecta�ons.  
 
The goal is for all students to be able to demonstrate their learning of course standards at or beyond the 
proficiency level. Proficiency is the level of learning most closely associated with a grade of “C”.  
 
The district has established that every secondary instructor will have at least three graded summa�ve assessments 
per grading period, and at least two graded forma�ve assessments completed prior to each summa�ve 
assessment. Whenever possible, three required summa�ve assessments will be developed, administered and 
graded as common assessments. The District’s expecta�on is for teachers working as a subject specific Professional 
Learning Communi�es to develop two common summa�ves for each grading period. The total number of required 
graded assignments equates to nine per grading period.  
 
Forma�ve assignments are measures used throughout the learning process to provide feedback that promotes 
learning and informs instruc�on. Forma�ve assignments: 

• are aligned to the learning progression on a scale  
• are generated by a wide variety of methods 
• can be graded or not graded  
• provide usable feedback for students and teachers 
• are a checkpoint for snapshot of progress  
• are aligned to the summa�ve in terms of skill, standard, rigor and format 
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Examples of forma�ve assessments include, but are not limited to: 

• exit �ckets 
• informal teacher ques�ons 
• dra� writen work 
• performance in progress 
• student response via whiteboards, clickers or other instruc�onal tools 
• learning logs 
• conversa�ons with a student 
• quizzes 

 
Summa�ve assessments evaluate student learning aligned to specific standards at the end of a defined 
instruc�onal period. Summa�ve assessments: 

• are aligned to the learning progression scale  
• may be administered in a variety of formats 
• are graded  
• are predictors of marking period grades 
• used to determine proficiency  
• are more comprehensive than forma�ve assessments 
• are aligned to forma�ve assessments in terms of skill, standard, rigor and format 

 
Examples of summa�ve assessments include but are not limited to:  

• formal conversa�ons with students 
• final version of writen work  
• test 
• final version of a performance/presenta�on  
• final version of a project/research paper 
• end of course exam 
• common summa�ve assessments 

 
Retake and Remedia�on Parameters:  

• Summa�ve assessments developed at a school by a teacher or PLC must be available for students to 
retake. 

• Retake summa�ve assessments must be available for standards where proficiency has not been 
demonstrated; the en�re assessment may not apply. This decision is a teacher and/or PLC decision. 

• Students must engage in learning opportuni�es (remedia�on) prior to retaking a summa�ve assessment, 
which must include teacher feedback. 

• Summa�ve retake assessments do not have to be in exact format as the original summa�ve assessment. 
• Students have the opportunity to retake a summa�ve assessment where the original score was earned 

less than 85%.  
• Students can earn up to and including 85% on a retake summa�ve in Middle or High School.  
• Summa�ve assessments are only to be retaken and rescored once.  
• Summa�ve assessments retakes must occur within a pre-determined �me-period such as a unit or a 

quarter as determined by the PLC team.  
• Students will receive the higher score of the original and retake summa�ve assessments. 
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• If a summa�ve assessment has a deadline (for example: research paper or presenta�on) and the due date 
is missed, the student may complete the assignment for no higher than a 85% and within a �meline 
established by the teacher or PLC.  

• The expecta�on is that all students earn a grade that reflects his/her proficiency on standards represented 
in a course. If a student refuses to atempt work despite school interven�on, a zero has been earned.  

 
As part of this process:  

• INC should be used as a placeholder in summa�ve and forma�ve categories un�l work is completed 
• PLC teams will share students as necessary to promote learning and retake opportuni�es 
• It is op�mal for students to retake assessments before or a�er school due to transporta�on, students will 

be afforded the opportunity to take summa�ve assessments during the school day.  
 
Cheating on a Summative Test 

Discipline for chea�ng is established as per the Code of Conduct as a level II offense and should be administered via 
the Dean. Students will receive a zero; however, students are eligible for a retake. Students must engage in learning 
opportuni�es before retaking the summa�ve assessment. Students will earn up to and including 75% on the retake 
assessment. Students may also be answerable to specific consequences outlined in programs of choice such as 
organiza�ons or clubs such as the Junior Na�onal Honor Society.  
 
Weighted Category  

Middle schools have a uniformed standard for the weighted categories in a grade book. The categories are 
summa�ve and forma�ve. The total value of all summa�ve assessments will be 70% of the final grade, for 
forma�ve assignments, 30% of the total grade. Homework assignments may include HW in the assignment �tle to 
maintain and differen�ate them from other forma�ve assignments.  

Category  Summa�ve  Forma�ve  
Weigh�ng  70% 30% 

 
Some assessments in Middle School have their own weigh�ng withing a category by district policy or due to state 
statue. For example, the required middle school civics course has a state developed EOC which is worth 30% of the 
final grade for the course. Addi�onally, any high school course taught in a middle school follows the grading 
guidelines for high school courses. For example, a student who takes Algebra 1 Honors in middle school will take a 
state Algebra 1 EOC worth 30% of the final grade. 
 
State Grading Scale 1003.437 F.S. 
The following grading scale is used by all schools in St. Johns County:  

Grades  Descriptor 
A=90-100 Outstanding Progress 
B=80-89 Above Average Progress 
C=70-79 Average Progress 
D=60-69 Lowest Acceptable Progress 
F=0-59 Failure 

 
Grading Forgiveness of High School Credit by Middle School Students  

Middle School students who have taken high school courses may receive grade forgiveness if they have earned a 
grade or the numerical equivalent of a C, D, or F. In such cases, the district forgiveness policy must allow the 
replacement of the grade with a grade or the numerical equivalent of a C or higher, earned subsequently in the 
same or comparable course. For a grade of A or B, the course and grade cannot be forgiven; it will appear on the 
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student’s high school transcript and will be used in the calcula�on of high school grade point average and for Bright 
Futures.  
 
Grade Forgiveness and EOC Retake Policy  

A student who is retaking an EOC course for grade forgiveness and has already taken the EOC is encouraged to 
retake the EOC but is not required to do so. If the student does not retake the EOC, then the previous EOC results 
must be averaged into the grade for course average. Grade forgiveness does not mean a new grade without the 
EOC averaged in.  
 
If the student’s final average with the EOC assessment included as 30 percent results in a course grade of “D” or “F” 
(or a “C” for middle school students) the op�ons for the student include one of the following: 

• Retaking a semester of the course 
• Retaking the en�re course 
• Retaking the EOC assessment for that course; and  
• Retaking both the course and the EOC assessment to improve the student’s final course grade. 

 
A student may retake an EOC to qualify for the scholar designa�on or as part of grade forgiveness program. 
 
Grade Challenge Procedure  

Grading is primarily the responsibility of a teacher as long as the grade is determined in a manner that is consistent 
with state and district policies. Any concern a student/parent/legal guardian has with a final grade should be 
brought to the immediate aten�on of the teacher of record who awarded the grade. A final grade is defined as a 
grade documented at the end of a grading period and/or an end of the course cumula�ve grade. 
 
If the teacher of record is unavailable, or if the student/parent/legal guardian wish to appeal the teacher’s decision, 
they must supply a writen summary of the concern including any evidence that would serve as jus�fica�on for the 
appeal, to the school principal for considera�on and a final decision. 
 
In the event that the school principal is unavailable, the appeal would go to the appropriate District Director of 
Curriculum for considera�on and final decision. 
 
All grade challenges must be completed during the school year in which the grade was awarded, and prior to the 
first day of the next school year. Excep�ons to this �meline would only be granted by the principal or Director of 
Curriculum if new and substan�ve informa�on directly related to the challenge is presented. 
 

Progress Reports  
 
Report Cards  1003.33 F.S. 
Report cards provide the student and the student’s parent/legal guardians with and objec�ve evalua�on of the 
scholas�c achievement with indicators of progress. Report cards shall clearly depict and evaluate the following:  

• the student’s mastery of Florida Standards,  
• the student’s academic performance in each class or course in grades K through 12 based on examina�ons 

as well as other appropriate performance items,  
• the student’s performance at his or her grade level  
• the student’s conduct and behavior, and 
• the student’s atendance, including absences and tardies.  
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All schools shall use the district's approved report card as the primary means of repor�ng student progress. Report 
cards shall be issued at the end of each grading period on uniform dates as adopted annually on the official school 
year calendar. Students transferring into the district a�er the midpoint of a repor�ng period may be assigned 
grades based on records/grades from the sending school. 
 
Report cards shall be issued at the end of each grading period on uniform dates as adopted annually on the official 
school year calendar. 
 
Semester/final course grade changes should be made prior to credit being awarded for the semester/year. 
Approval by the principal is required. 
 
Grades shall be issued to all students in atendance. Students transferring into the district a�er the midpoint of a 
repor�ng period may be assigned grades based on records/grades from the sending school. 
 
Interim Progress Reports  1008.25 F.S. 
Interim progress reports shall be issued to all students in grades 1-12 at the midpoint of each regularly established 
grading period on uniform dates as adopted annually on the official school calendar. Interim reports may be done 
via parent/legal guardian conferences as well as through repor�ng forms. Students with disabili�es must receive a 
report or parent/legal guardian conference regarding progress toward IEP goals and objec�ves in accordance with 
the interim report. 
 
Annual Reporting of Student Progress in Local Newspaper  1008.25(8)(b) F.S. 
Each year, by September 1, the district shall publish in the local newspaper and report in wri�ng to the State Board 
of Educa�on, the following informa�on on the prior school year: 

• the provisions of the law rela�ng to students progression and the district School Board’s policies and 
procedures on student reten�on and promo�on,  

• by grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3-10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the 
reading por�on of the FAST,  

• by grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grade 3-10 
• informa�on on the total number of students who are promoted for good cause by each category of good 

cause, and  
• any revisions to the district School Board’s policy on reten�on and promo�on from the prior year. 

District Report on Enrollment and Completion of High School Courses Completed in 
Middle School  

Schools shall report in Florida’s Automated System for Transferring Records (FASTER) the enrollment and 
comple�on with a grade C or higher in all high school courses taken by middle school student.  
 

Promo�on Requirements 1003.4156 F.S. 
 
To be promoted to grade 9, students are required to successfully complete the following courses in grades 6-8: 

• Three middle school or higher courses in language arts, which emphasizes literature, composi�on, and 
technical text 

• Three middle school or higher courses in mathema�cs 
• Three middle school or higher courses in social studies  

o One semester which must include the study of state and federal government and civics 
educa�on.  
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• Addi�onally, a career and educa�on planning course must be completed in either grades 6, 7 or 8. The 
course must be internet bases, customizable to each student and include research bases assessment to 
assist students in determining educa�onal and career op�ons. 1003.4156 F.S. 

• Three middle school or higher courses in science 
• The equivalent of one class period per day of physical educa�on for one semester each year. 

 
Middle school students enrolled in civics must take the civics End-of-Course (EOC) assessment and the score earned 
will be 30% of the final grade in the course. If a student transfers into a Florida public school a�er the beginning of 
the second term of eighth grade, the student is not required to meet the civics educa�on requirement. Consult the 
district curriculum social studies specialist for a list of approved courses. If this is not the case, the student must be 
immediately enrolled in civics, par�cipate in the civics EOC and the results of the EOC must cons�tute 30% of the 
course grade. 
 
Students with disabili�es may qualify for and EOC waiver. For more informa�on, please see the Excep�onal Student 
Educa�on sec�on of this document.  
 
Eight Grade Students who did not successfully complete Middle School Promo�on Requirements  
Students in grade eight who do not successfully complete course work required to enter high school must receive 
individual counseling regarding their academic op�ons before the close of the school year. This academic 
counseling must include informa�on regarding summer remedia�on programs at a high school site, at the middle 
school, virtually, or some combina�on of these and/or other op�ons. 
 
Academic counseling must include contact with the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the student. A planning 
document describing op�ons to which the student and family has agreed must be produced and maintained at the 
school site and shared with the appropriate high school. This plan must be progress monitored during the summer 
to determine if the student is making adequate progress on the remedia�on plan. The summer remedia�on plan 
can be added to an exis�ng MTSS plan. 
 
When appropriate, applica�on can be made to St. Johns Technical High School with acceptance based upon a 
review of the applica�on applying standard criteria for admission and space availability. 
 
Eighth grade students missing only one course to qualify for high school, who do not successfully remediate the 
course during the summer, will atend their zoned high school (school of instruc�on) while maintaining their status 
as an eighth-grade middle school student (school of enrollment). This arrangement will exist un�l the student 
successfully completes the single middle school course needed.  At this �me, the status of the student’s enrollment 
would be changed to the high school (school of enrollment and of instruc�on would now be the same). 
 
Students who are missing several required courses that are unable to remediate them in the summer should repeat 
the missing middle school courses at their zoned middle school. 
 
No Social Promotion/Administrative Placement  1008.25(6)(a) F.S.   
Florida statute prohibits the assignment of a student to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that 
cons�tute social promo�on or administra�ve placement at the next grade level without regard for student mastery 
of the appropriate Florida Standards. A student fails to meet the state por�on of levels of performance for student 
progression when the student fails to achieve Level 3 on the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) in 
reading, mathema�cs and/or science. As the FAST is not the sole determiner of promo�on or reten�on, the 
Interven�on Team or its equivalent shall base a promo�on or reten�on decision on the preponderance of evidence 
reviewed. 
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Promotion under Unique Circumstances 

In limited, unique circumstances, a student may be promoted without mee�ng the specific assessment 
performance levels prescribed by the district and the state. Promo�on may be recommended by a principal 
working with the Interven�on Team or its equivalent if the student is able to demonstrate mastery of the Florida 
Standards through alternate assessments with the preponderance of evidence indica�ng that the student’s 
achievement is equivalent to the designated levels of performance for student progression. 
 
Promotion of Late-in-the-Year Transfer Students 

The promo�on of students transferring into St Johns County during the last grading period shall be determined 
primarily by the grades and records received from the sending school. 
 

Mid-Year Promo�on  
 
Mid-Year Promotion of Retained Students from 6 th to 7th or 7th to 8th  

In middle school, mid-year promo�on is defined as promo�on of a retained student at any �me during the year of 
reten�on once the student has successfully completed the four (4) core grade academic requirements (language 
arts, mathema�cs, science, social studies) of the preceding grade level. Student grade level classifica�on or course 
placement at the end of the first semester will determine which grade level Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 
(FAST) is administered. 
 

Reten�on 1008.25(2)(b) F.S.  
 
Reten�on may occur when the school's instruc�onal staff, through its MTSS Team or its equivalent, determines that 
the student demonstrates the need for addi�onal �me to atain appropriate academic knowledge and skills in 
order to meet required district and/or state performance standards. 
 
A student who is retained must be provided with instruc�onal experiences different from those in the previous 
year's program, taking into considera�on the student's individual learning needs and learning style. Only in 
excep�onal cases will a student be assigned to any one grade more than two consecu�ve years. The district shall 
provide an appropriate alterna�ve placement for a student who has been retained two or more years. There is no 
statutory provisions for voluntary reten�on. 
 
Options for Students Not Meeting Promotion Standards  1008.25(2)(c) F.S. 
There are two op�ons if a student does not meet district or state promo�on standards. Those op�ons are as 
follows:  

• Remediate before the beginning of the next school year and promote based on the student’s 
demonstrated mastery of appropriate grade level expecta�ons/standards, or  

• Retain in a different program that takes into account a student’s unique academic needs and learning 
style. 
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Homework  
 
Homework is an assignment in which the majority of the work is completed outside of the 
classroom in a developmentally appropriate period of �me. The func�on of Homework is 
to: 

• Allow for independent prac�ce or rehearsal 
• Prepare for the introduc�on of new content 
• Deepen knowledge or understanding 
• Generate specific feedback 

 

Homework for Middle School Students – Recommendations 
 

Homework should have a specific purpose, be familiar, be relevant, and connected to the standards. The 
purpose should be for students to (1) practice or rehearse, to begin (2) preparation for the introduction 
of new content, or to (3) deepen knowledge and understanding (Marzano, 2001). When homework is 
assigned for the purpose of prac�ce/rehearsal, it should be based on material with which the students 
are very familiar. When homework is assigned to help prepare students for new content, the teacher 
should carefully explain the purpose for homework and make connec�ons for the student. Providing 
feedback on homework serves to enhance student achievement. 

 

Parent/Legal Guardian and Student No�fica�ons 1008.25(8)(a) F.S.  
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Notification of Student ’s Annual Progress 

Each year, schools shall provide parents/legal guardians with a report of the progress of the student toward 
achieving state and district expecta�ons for proficiency in reading, wri�ng, science, and mathema�cs, including the 
student’s results on each statewide assessment test. This report tradi�onally accompanies the last report card of 
each year but may be sent at an earlier date as determined by the school. In addi�on, progress repor�ng 
informa�on shall be provided to parents/legal guardians and Student No�fica�ons. 
 
Yearbook Name Change Request  

Parent/legal guardians shall submit a name change request to the school principal and yearbook advisor. Due to 
publica�on �melines the request must be made no later than the end of the 1st nine weeks.  
 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Notification of Student Retention  

Parents/legal guardians shall be no�fied in wri�ng when it is apparent that the student may need to be retained. 
Documenta�on shall be kept, and an acknowledgment of such no�fica�on shall be obtained. Ongoing 
communica�on with the parents/legal guardians shall be maintained. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Notification of Remediation  

 Parent/legal guardian no�fica�on shall be documented when a student is being remediated in reading, wri�ng, 
science and/or math and is being considered for reten�on. School personnel shall use available resources to 
achieve parent/legal guardian understanding and coopera�on regarding a student’s remedia�on, progress 
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monitoring plan, and possible reten�on. Parents/legal guardians shall be informed of student progress via quarterly 
report cards and conferences as deemed necessary by the school. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Notification of student Assignment to Remedial Classes in Middle 
School  

Parents/legal guardians of middle school students with Level 1 or Level 2 FAST scores in reading and/or math shall 
be no�fied when their student is placed in an intensive reading or intensive mathema�cs class in lieu of an elec�ve 
or in a content-area class focused on reading strategies. The no�fica�on shall explain that placement in the course 
is based on the student’s need to master Florida Standards in reading and/or math as evidenced by a score of Level 
1 or Level 2 on the most recent FAST. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Notification of Career Course Curriculum and Activities 

Each middle school shall inform parents/legal guardians about the required career educa�on course curriculum 
and ac�vi�es. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian/Student Notification of Graduation Program Options  

Beginning in 2011-2012, HB 1255 requires that each school provide students in grade six through twelve and their 
parents/legal guardians with informa�on concerning the three-year and four-year high school gradua�on op�ons. 
The informa�on shall include a �meframe for achieving each gradua�on op�on.  
 
Teacher Notification of Students on Community Control  

If a juvenile on community control atends a regular educa�onal school program, then the iden�ty of the juvenile 
and the nature of the felony offense shall be made known to each of the student’s teachers and appropriate district 
staff. 
 

Excep�onal Student Educa�on  
The St. Johns County School District ac�vely seeks to locate excep�onal students and maintains informa�on on 
those students screened and iden�fied as “excep�onal”. The term “excep�onal student” includes, but is not limited 
to, the following:  

• students with au�sm spectrum disorder  
• students who are deaf or hard of hearing 
• prekindergarten children who developmentally delayed  
• students who are dual-sensory impaired  
• student with emo�onal or behavioral disabili�es  
• students who are gi�ed 
• students who are homebound or hospitalized 
• students with intellectual disabili�es  
• students with orthopedic impairment 
• students with other health impairment 
• students with specific learning disabili�es, including dyslexia, dysgraphia and dyscalculia 
• students with speech and/or language impairments 
• students with trauma�c brain injury 
• students who are visually impaired 
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If you suspect your child has a disability, contact your child’s school. The school will gather informa�on which may 
include the student’s social, emo�onal, physical, psychological, academic and communica�on behaviors and 
abili�es. Informa�on is collected through screening instruments, checklists, teachers observa�ons, standardized 
test, and from such individuals as parent/legal guardians, teachers, psychologists, audiologist, social workers, 
physicians, other professional personnel, and the student. Students are screened for vision, hearing, speech, 
language, and academic achievement early in the process of iden�fying a suspected disability. If a student is 
recommended for further tes�ng, the parent/legal guardian will be asked to provide writen consent prior to the 
evalua�on. 
 
 

Admission and Placement of Students of Students with Disabili�es  
 
Eligibility for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Services  

All students having difficulty mee�ng promo�onal requirements shall be monitored carefully by the Mul�-Tiered 
System of Supports (MTSS) Interven�on Team or its equivalent. Eligibility for Excep�onal Student Educa�on may be 
considered upon comple�on of appropriate interven�ons and ac�vi�es. State law requires that students who 
struggle with reading, math, language, or behavior that interferes with learning must have been on an interven�on 
plan for a reasonable amount of �me prior to beginning the referral process for Excep�onal Student Educa�on. St. 
Johns County has defined the reasonable length of �me as a minimum of 45 school days for most students. 
Excep�ons do apply in extreme/emergency situa�ons, and when sensory impairments exist. Evalua�on must be 
completed within 60 calendar days a�er receipt of parent/legal guardian consent for evalua�on (excep�ng school 
holidays). Eligibility for Excep�onal Student Educa�on is determined by the staffing commitee in accordance with 
current eligibility criteria as defined in the Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P) located on 
the Florida Department of Educa�on website htp://beess.fcim.org/sppDistrictDocSearch.aspx.  
 
ESE Program Placement for Students with Disabilities  

Individual Educa�on Plan (IEP) teams determine the appropriate ESE program placement for ESE students based on 
their individual needs. School administrators use this informa�on to determine classroom(s) and teacher(s) to 
which the student will be assigned. Specially designed instruc�on will be provided by an ESE teacher or other 
service provider in the Least Restric�ve Environment (LRE) as determined by the IEP team. In most cases, this will 
be in the regular educa�on classroom with non-disabled peers but some ESE students may require instruc�on in a 
separate environment for a por�on of the day. A con�nuum of services is provided throughout the district. 
 
School Assignment for Students with Disabilities  

All students new to the district, should enroll at their home zoned school. An IEP team will review the current IEP to 
determine if the services can be provided at the home zoned school. If the services required cannot be provided at 
the home zoned school, the school’s Local Educa�on Agency (LEA) representa�ve will contact transporta�on to 
determine which school with the services that the student may need will require the shortest �me spent on the 
bus. The LEA will also contact this school to facilitate an IEP mee�ng to discuss the appropriate placement. 
 
For students who have been receiving services in the district, but an IEP team has determined that the level and 
intensity of services required can no longer be provided at the home zoned school, the LEA will work with ESE 
district staff to review the current placement and services being provided. The district staff will provide input to the 
IEP team about possible instruc�on/interven�ons that may be implemented to determine whether the student’s 
needs can con�nue to be met in the home zoned school. Conversely, district staff may indicate that the resources 
at the current/home zoned school appear to have been exhausted. The LEA at the student’s current/home zoned 
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school will contact transporta�on to determine which school with the services that the student may need will 
require the shortest �me spent on the bus. The LEA will then contact this school to schedule an IEP mee�ng to 
discuss appropriate placement. Decisions on student placement, i.e. the ESE services that a student needs, are 
made by the IEP team. Decisions regarding the loca�on of that placement are the responsibility of the 
district/school administrators and their designees. 
 
Parents/legal guardians are invited to atend any mee�ng discussing school assignment. The admission and 
placement procedures for the enrollment of students into Excep�onal Student Educa�on (ESE) are documented in 
the Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P) located on the Florida Department of Educa�on 
website at htp://bees.fcim.org/sppDistrictDocSearch.aspx.  

 
Curriculum and Instruc�on  
 
Instructional Accommodations for Students with Disabilities  

Accommoda�ons are changes to the way a student with disabili�es accesses curriculum, demonstrates learning, or 
how he or she is tested. Accommoda�ons do not change the content of the standards, but may require a change of 
instruc�onal methods, materials, assignments, �me demands and schedules, learning environments, and special 
communica�ons systems or assis�ve technologies. These accommoda�ons must be iden�fied and documented on 
the student’s IEP. 
 
Most students with disabili�es can achieve general stat content standards pursuant to rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C. 
Effec�ve accommoda�ons must be in place to support involvement of students with disabili�es in general 
educa�on. Students with disabili�es who are using general state content standards to atain a standard diploma 
will have to meet the same requirements as do regular educa�on students. The student’s Individual Educa�on Plan 
(IEP) will address his or her areas of academic need and accommoda�ons to the general curriculum. Students with 
disabili�es par�cipate in the district’s K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan and supplemental and intensive 
instruc�onal supports as appropriate.  
 
 The general state content standards are the founda�on of curriculum, instruc�on, and assessment for all Florida 
students. Students with significant cogni�ve disabili�es u�lize Access Points to access the general curriculum. 
Access Points consist of founda�on skills that are clearly linked to the general educa�on content. They reflect the 
essence or core intent of the standards that apply to all students in the same grade, but at reduced levels of 
complexity. 
 
IEP Teams are responsible for determining whether students with disabili�es will be instructed on Florida standards 
and assessed with the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST)/End of Course (EOC) assessment or on Access 
Points and assessed with the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST)/End of Course (EOC) assessments 
based on criteria outlined in Rule 6A-1.0943(5), Florida Administra�ve Code (F.A.C.). For more informa�on 
regarding the decision-making process, see the sec�on of this document on Statewide Assessment-Assessment on 
Access Points and be assessed using the FAA.  
 

Repor�ng Student Progress  
 
Progress Monitoring of IEP Goals 
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All parents/legal guardians will be no�fied of their child’s achievement during the school year with at least the 
same frequency as that of a non-disabled peer enrolled in the same school. Progress toward IEP goals will be 
reported to the parent/legal guardian at the �me designated on the IEP. 
 
Report Cards and Grading  

• A student’s placement in an Excep�onal Student Educa�on (ESE) program may not be designed on the 
report card due to FERPA (Family Educa�on Rights and Privacy Act) 

• Students with disabili�es must receive a report regarding progress toward IEP goals and objec�ves along 
with the report card. The final report card for the year shall contain a statement indica�ng end-of-the-year 
status regarding at grade level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior and atendance, and promo�on or 
non-promo�on.  

• A student with a dilatability shall not ne penalized with a lower grade for using accommoda�ons.  
• Students may not be discriminated against in grading because of their disability. Teachers may not 

unilaterally decide to use an individual grading system for students with disabili�es. 
• In very limited cases where the district report card would be ineffec�ve in communica�ng progress of a 

student with a disability, an alterna�ve to the district report card, approved by the Director of Excep�onal 
Student Educa�on, may be used. 
 

Statewide Assessment – Assessment of Students with Disabili�es  
All students, including Excep�onal Student Educa�on (ESE) students must par�cipate in the state’s assessment and 
accountability system. Students with disabili�es who are following the general educa�on program and pursing a 
standard diploma shall par�cipate in the same state and district assessments as their general educa�on peers, 
including the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) and End of Course (EOC) assessments. If students with 
disabili�es receive tes�ng accommoda�ons, the accommoda�ons must be listed in the student’s Individual 
Educa�on Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan and u�lized regularly during classroom instruc�on and assessment. Allowed 
accommoda�ons are listed in the procedure’s manual for each specific assessment.  
 
Florida Statute 1008.22(3)(c)2 states that students with disabili�es may be eligible for a waiver of statewide, 
standardized assessment results for the purpose of receiving a course grade and standard high school diploma. To 
be considered for a waiver, the following criteria must be met:  

1. The student must be iden�fied as a student with a disability, as defined in 1007.02 F.S.: The term “student 
with disability” mean a student who is documented as having an intellectual disability, a hearing 
impairment, including deafness, a speech or language impairment, a visual impairment, including 
blindness, and emo�onal or behavioral disability, an orthopedic or other health impairment, an au�sm 
spectrum disorder, a trauma�c brain injury, or specific learning disability, including but not limited to 
dyslexia, dyscalculia, or developmental aphasia. 

2.  The student must have an individual educa�on plan (IEP) 
3. The student must have taken the statewide, standardized assessment with appropriate, allowable 

accommoda�ons at least once.  
4. In accordance with 1008.22(3)(c)2 F.S. , the IEP team must make a determina�on of whether a statewide, 

standardized assessment accurately measures the student's abili�es, taking into considera�on all 
allowable accommoda�ons or students with disabili�es.  

5. The IEP team must meet to determine whether the statewide assessment results should be waived.  

The Florida Alternate Assessment (FAA) is designed for students whose par�cipa�on in the general statewide 
assessment is not appropriate, even with accommoda�ons. The Florida Alternate Assessment measures student 
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academic performance on the Florida Standards Access Points (FS-AP) in language, mathema�cs, and science. 
Access Points are writen specifically for students with significant cogni�ve disabili�es and reflect the essence or 
core intent of the standards that apply to all students in the same grade, but at reduced levels of complexity. 

IEP Teams are responsible for determining whether students with disabili�es will be assessed with the FAST or with 
the FAA based on criteria outlined in State Board Rule 6A-1.0943(5), Florida Administra�ve Code (F.A.C.) The IEP 
team should consider the student’s present level of educa�onal performance in reference to the Florida standards. 
The IEP team should also be knowledgeable of FAST guidelines and the use of appropriate tes�ng accommoda�ons. 
Only students with the most significant cogni�ve disabili�es are eligible to par�cipate in the FAA. Most significant 
cogni�ve disability means a global cogni�ve impairment that adversely impacts mul�ple areas of func�oning across 
many se�ngs and is a result of a congenital, acquired or trauma�c brain injury or syndrome and is verified by 
either:  

1. A sta�s�cally significant below average global cogni�ve score that falls within the first percen�le rank (i.e., 
standard, full-scale score of sixty-seven (67) or under); or  

2. In the extraordinary circumstance when a global, full-scale intelligent quo�ent score is unatainable, a 
school district-determined procedure that has been approved by the Florida Department of Educa�on.  

If the IEP team determines that a student is eligible to par�cipate in the FAA, the parent/legal guardian will be 
no�fied and provided informa�on regarding the implica�ons of this decision by receipt of Parental Consent Form: 
Instruction in State Standards Access Points Curriculum and Florida Alternate Assessment Administration. 

Extraordinary Exemption from Statewide Assessments  

A student with a disability who has a circumstance or condi�on that leads to results that reflect the student’s 
impaired sensory, manual or speaking skills rather that the student’s achievement of the benchmarks assessed by a 
statewide standardized assessment may be allowed an extraordinary exemp�on from par�cipa�ng in the 
assessment per 1008.212 F.S.  The IEP team, which must include the parent/legal guardian, determines if the 
student is eligible for an extraordinary exemp�on and submits documenta�on to the superintendent. The request 
for exemp�on must be approved by the SJCSD superintendent and the commissioner of educa�on. A specific 
process and �meline must be followed as outlined in Rule 6A-1.0943(5)F.A.C. 
 
Exemptions for Student with Medical Complexity  

 A student with a disability may be allowed an exemp�on from par�cipa�on in statewide standardized assessments 
because of the student’s medical complexity per 1008.22(10) F.S.  Medical complexity is defined to mean a student 
who is medically fragile and needs intensive care because of a condi�on such as a congenital or acquired 
mul�system disease; has a severe neurological or cogni�ve disorder with marked func�onal impairment; or is 
technology dependent for ac�vi�es of daily living and lacks the capacity to perform on an assessment. The IEP 
team, which must include the parent/legal guardian, determines if the student is eligible for an extraordinary 
exemp�on and submits documenta�on to the superintendent. The request for exemp�on must be approved by the 
SJCSD superintendent and the commissioner of educa�on. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Notification of Non-Participation in Florida Assessment of Student 
Thinking (FAST)  

The school must no�fy the student's parents/legal guardians in wri�ng that their child is not par�cipa�ng in the 
statewide assessment (FAST) and provide the parent/legal guardian with informa�on regarding the expected 
proficiency levels in reading, wri�ng, math, and science. The school is also responsible for administering an 
alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards. The school must no�fy the student’s parent/legal 
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guardian, in wri�ng, that their child is not par�cipa�ng in the statewide assessment (FAST) and provide them with 
informa�on regarding the expected proficiency levels in reading, wri�ng, math, and science. 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Notification of Classroom Instructional Accommodations Not 
Allowed on Statewide Assessments  

If a student is provided with instruc�onal accommoda�ons in the classroom that are not allowable as 
accommoda�ons in the statewide assessment program, as described in the test manuals, the school must: 

• Inform the parent/legal guardian in wri�ng, and  
• Obtain parent/guardian consent to u�lize classroom accommoda�ons not allowed on state-wide 

assessments, and  
• Provide the parent/legal guardian with informa�on regarding the impact on the student’s ability to meet 

expected proficiency levels in reading, wri�ng and math. This no�fica�on is documented on the student’s 
individual educa�on plan. 

 

Promo�on and Reten�on of Students with Disabili�es  
 
Students with disabili�es who are following the general educa�on program, take the Florida Assessment of Student 
Thinking (FAST) and End-of-Course (EOC) assessments and are working toward a standard diploma, fall under the 
same guidelines for promo�on as non-disabled students. For students who are following the Access Points for 
Students with Significant Cogni�ve Disabili�es, the principal or designee will make the final determina�on 
regarding promo�on or reten�on a�er considering input from the IEP team. 
 

Addi�onal Programs  
Extended School Year  

Extended School Year is specially designed instruc�on and related services beyond the normal school year of the 
district. These services are provided to a student with a disability, who the IEP team determines needs these 
services in order to receive a free, appropriate public educa�on (FAPE). ESY is available at no cost to the 
parent/legal guardian. Specific requirements and procedures must be followed. Refer to the Exceptional Student 
Education Policies and Procedures (SP&P) located on the Florida Department of Educa�on website at 
htp://bees.fcim.org/sppDistrictDocSearch.aspx.  
 
Hospital Homebound  

A homebound or hospitalized student is a student who has a medically diagnosed physical or psychiatric condi�on 
that is acute or catastrophic in nature, or a chronic illness or a repeated intermitent illness due to a persis�ng 
medical problem, which confines the student to home or hospital and restricts ac�vi�es for an extended period. 
The medical diagnosis shall be made by a licensed physician who is qualified to assess the student’s physical 
psychiatric condi�on.  
 
Eligibility Criteria  
A student is eligible for specially designed instruc�on and related services as a student who is homebound or 
hospitalized if the following criteria are met:  

1. A licensed physician must cer�fy that the student;  
a. Is expected to be absent from school due to a physical or psychiatric condi�on for at least 15 

consecu�ve school days (or the equivalent on a block schedule), or due to a chronic condi�on for at 
least 15 school days (or the equivalent on a block schedule), which need not run consecu�vely; and,  

b. is confined to home or hospital; and  
c. will be able to par�cipate in and benefit from an instruc�onal program  
d. is under medical care for illness or injury that is acute, catastrophic, or chronic in nature; and  
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e. can receive instruc�onal services without endangering the health and safety of the instructor or other 
students with whom the instructor may come in contact.  

2. The student is in kindergarten through twel�h grade and is enrolled in public school prior to the referral 
for homebound or hospitalized services, unless the student has been determined eligible as a student with 
a disability.  

3. The child is three through five years of age and has been determined eligible as a student with a disability.  
4. A parent, legal guardian, or primary caregiver signs a parental agreement concerning homebound or 

hospitalized policies and parental coopera�on.  

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL) 
 
Assessment  

Students in the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program are commonly referred to as English 
Language Learners (ELLs). In general, all ELLs par�cipate in the state’s assessment and accountability system. As 
part of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), all ELLs shall be assessed annually in reading, wri�ng, listening and 
speaking. 
 
Placement  

ELLs shall be placed in appropriate courses designed to provide ESOL instruc�on in English and mathema�cs, 
science, social studies and computer literacy. 
 
The ELL Commitee, which is composed of the principal or designee, the district ESOL teacher when necessary 
and/or feasible, the primary language arts teacher, the school counselor, and any other instruc�onal personnel 
responsible for the instruc�on of ELLs, shall make recommenda�ons concerning the appropriate placement, 
promo�on and reten�on of ELLs. Parents/legal guardians of students being reviewed shall be invited to par�cipate 
in the mee�ngs. 
 
 
 
Criteria to be u�lized in making appropriate placement decisions include the following: 

• Academic performance and progress of a student based on formal and/or alternate assessment in English 
and/or the student’s na�ve language,  

• age of the student, 
• progress, atendance and reten�on reports, and  
• number of years the student has been enrolled in the ESOL program.   

 
Promotion  

Promo�on of an ELL is based on sa�sfactory student performance in reading, wri�ng, mathema�cs and other 
requirements as set by the district and the state. ELLs not mee�ng district promo�on criteria due to their limited 
English proficiency may be recommended for promo�on by the Interven�on Team or its equivalent, which will 
meet jointly with the ELL Commitee. The student's parent/legal guardian shall be invited to atend. 
 
The other academic progress and benchmark mastery of an ELL in reading, wri�ng and mathema�cs, and on 
requirements set forth by the district and the State of Florida, are determined through appropriate modifica�ons to 
formal and informal assessments and on modifica�ons to instruc�on provided to the ELL. 
 
Retention  
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Reten�on of an ELL is based on unsa�sfactory performance in reading, wri�ng and mathema�cs as determined by 
the Interven�on Team or its equivalent, in conjunc�on with the ELL Commitee. Students cannot be retained based 
solely on lack of English language proficiency. 
 
For more informa�on on the ESOL Plan, please visit the St Johns County School District ESOL website at 
htp://www/stjohns.k12.fl.us/esol/.  
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Appendix 
 

A. Reading Intervention Guide see https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/cs/crp/  for the 
Comprehensive Reading Plan  

 

B. Math Interven�on Guide 

 
C. Middle School Course Sequence  

 

D. Middle School Computer Education Progression  

 

E. Required Instruction  
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A. Interven�on Reading Plan 
2022-2023 SJCSD Reading Interven�on Guide Middle School  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Students identified with a substantial reading deficiency (as outlined in the Comprehensive Reading Plan Decision Tree) should 
receive an intervention. 

The course where the intervention is provided must be coded. 
Targeted Reading Intervention=Code A 
Intensive Reading Intervention=Code B 

*Code B courses must be taught by a reading certified or endorsed teacher. 
Consider historical FSA data when determining the best placement for all students. 

Students with disabilities are not limited to ESE courses. 
Call Instructional Services (547-7626) for assistance with unique situations. 

Grade 
Level 

Student Characteristic 
“IF” 

Course 
“THEN” Code A *Code B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6-8 
Decision 

Tree 
data to 
consider 

(FSA 
and 

iReady) 

All students with Level 2 on the 
ELA FSA and 

i-Ready reading score falls in 
the one-grade level below OR 

on-grade level range of 
5th: 542-640 
6th: 566-653 
7th: 583-669 
8th: 594-684 

 
 
 

M/J ELA 
6th: 1001010 
7th: 1001040 
8th: 1001070 

 
 
 
 

X 

 

Students on a Tier 2 MTSS 
reading plan 

All students with Level 2 on the 
ELA FSA and 

i-Ready reading score falls two 
or more grade-levels below 

5th: ≤ 541 

6th: ≤ 565 
7th: ≤ 582 
8th: ≤ 593 

 
M/J Intensive Reading (IR) 

IR 1 (6th grade): 1000010 
IR 2 (7th  grade): 1000012 
IR 3 (8th grade): 1000014 

Or 

Unique Skills Curriculum & 
Learning: 6-8 

(ESE only) 
7863040 

  
 
 
 
 
 

X 

Students with Level 1 on the 
ELA FSA 

Students on a Tier 3 MTSS 
reading plan 

Students with disabilities on 
Access Points Standards who 
have a reading goal on their 

IEP 

Unique Skills Curriculum & 
Learning: 6-8 

7863040 

  
X 

 
Active ELL students (LY) who 

score a level 3 on WIDA 

M/J ELA 
6th: 1001010 
7th: 1001040 
8th: 1001070 

 
X 

 

 
 

 
Active ELL students (LY) who 
score a level 1 or 2 on WIDA 

M/J Intensive Reading (IR) 
IR 1 (6th  grade): 1000010 
IR 2 (7th  grade): 1000012 
IR 3 (8th grade): 1000014 

Or 

Developmental 
Language Arts 

1002181 

  
 
 
 

X 
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Tier 1 
INSTRUCTION 

SJCSD Middle School (6-8) 
Supports for Intervention of Students with Reading 

Deficiencies 
Area of 

Intervention Intervention Support (intensive, explicit, systematic, multisensory) 

IF a student has 
an instructional 
need in the skill 

area of… 

THEN consider using one of the following resources 
for… 

TARGETED 
Tier 2 INSTRUCTION 

TARGETED & 
INTENSIVE 

INSTRUCTION 
Tier 3/ESE 

District Provided 

•  StudySync 
(McGraw-Hill) 
[adopted 
resource] 
Supplemental 

Materials 

• Actively Learn 
• Apex 
• Common 

lit.org (free) 
• DBQ (content 

area literacy) 
• Engage New 

York (free) 
• Making 

Meaning 
• News ELA 
• Readworks.or 

g (free) 
• Study Island 

 
 
 
 

Basic Reading 
Skills: Phonics 

 
• Barton 
• Fast Bridge 
• Just Words 
• Lexia 
• Lindamood Phoneme 

Sequencing (LiPS) 
• Phonics for Reading 

• Rewards 

• Systematic Instruction in 
Phonological Awareness, 
Phonics, and Sight Words 
(SIPPS) Plus or Challenge 

• Wilson Reading Systems 

• Words Their Way 

 
 

Below is an 
explanation of how 
instruction will be 
targeted and 
intensified for 
students who have 
not responded to a 
specific reading 
intervention. Data will 
be analyzed to create 
a more intensified 
instructional plan 
using one or more of 
the adjustments listed 
below while 
continuing the 
targeted instruction: 

o Smaller group size 

o Increased 
frequency of 
intervention 

o Change in resource 

Fluency • Fast Forward 
• Re-reading Strategies 

• Read Naturally 
• Rewards 

 
Oral Expression 

• Conferencing with 
student for oral 
expression development 

 
• Visualizing and Verbalizing 

 
 

Reading 
Comprehension 

• iReady Online Instruction 
• Journeys 
• Leveled Literacy 

Intervention (LLI)- Purple 
(4-5) and/or Teal (6-8) 

• Target Support Coach 

• Read 180 
• Ready Teacher Toolbox 
• Targeted small group 

instruction (i.e., WICOR, 
CRISS) 

Listening 
Comprehension 

• Conferencing with 
student after reading • Visualizing and Verbalizing 

Written 
Expression 

• Conferencing with student about their writing with 
feedback 
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B. Math Interven�on Guide 
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C. Middle School Course Sequence 
 

For Advanced Course Placement: Grade “C” or beter in previous honors course, grade “A” in 
the previous standard course with teacher recommenda�on, FAST Level 4 or 5 but not less 
than 3 in any area.  

Language Arts 
 6th 7th 8th 
Standard M/J Language Arts I M/J Language Arts II M/J Language Arts III 

 
Advanced M/J Language Arts I 

Advanced 
M/J Language Arts II 
Advanced M/J Language 

Arts III 
Advanced 

Mathematics 
 6th 7th 8th 

 
Standard M/J Grade 6 Mathematics M/J Grade 6 Mathematics M/J Grade 8 

Pre- Algebra 
 
Advanced M/J Accelerated 

Mathematics Grade 6 
M/J Accelerated 
Mathematics Grade 7 
Algebra 1 Honors* 

Algebra 1 
Honors* 

 
Geometry 
Honors** 

Accelerated pathways require supplemental work to be completed during the summer. 

Algebra 1 Honors* Must pass the FAST Algebra 1 EOC and the FAST EOC grade is 30% of the final 
course grade. (Honors carries a 0.5 bonus weigh�ng.) 

Geometry Honors** Must take FAST Geometry EOC and the FAST Geometry EOC grade is 30% of 
the final course grade. (Honors carries 0.5 bonus weigh�ng.) 
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Science 
 6th 7th 8th 9th 

Standard M/J Comprehensive 
Science 1 

M/J Comprehensive 
Science 2 

M/J Comprehensive 
Science 3 

Environmental Science 

 

Advanced M/J Advanced 
Comprehensive Science 
1 

*M/J Advanced 
Comprehensive 
Science 2 

M/J Advanced 
Comprehensive 
Science 3 or **Physical 
Science Honors 

Biology Honors or 
Physical Science 
Honors 

 

Highly Advanced ***M/J 
Comprehensive 
Science Accelerated 
Honors 1 
 
 

*M/J 
Comprehensive 
Science Accelerated 
Honors 2 

#Biology Honors Chemistry Honors or 
Physics Honors 

* 7th grade students in an advanced science or social studies course should par�cipate in 
Na�onal History Day or Secondary STEM Fair with a project. 

** Students enrolled in Physical Science Honors in 8th grade will take the Statewide Science 
Assessment (SAS) at the end of the school year and should be concurrently enrolled in Algebra 1 
Honors or a higher-level math course. 

*** M/J Comprehensive Science Accelerated Honors 1: Concurrent enrollment in M/J 6th Grade 
Advanced Math and a scaled score of at least 344 (mid-level 4) or higher on Florida State 
Assessment for Reading in Grade 5 is required for enrollment in M/J Comprehensive Science 
Accelerated Honors 1. Accelerated Honors 1 and Accelerated Honors 2 are required 
prerequisites for eligibility to enroll in Biology Honors as a middle school student enrolled in a  
school that offers Biology Honors.  

# Biology Honors: Students enrolled in Honors Biology in 8th grade must be concurrently 
enrolled in, or have previously completed, Geometry Honors. The students should have 
completed the Accelerated Honors Course pathway and have an FSA reading level of 4 or higher. 
Students enrolled in Biology Honors in grade 8 will take the Statewide Biology End of Course 
Assessment (EOC) and it will cons�tute 30% of the student’s grade for the year. 
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Social Studies 
 6th 7th 8th 

Standard M/J World History M/J US History  M/J Civics Advanced and 
Career Planning 

 

Advanced M/J World History Advanced M/J US History Advanced  M/J Civics Advanced 
and Career Planning 

 

World Language/Spanish 
 6th 7th 8th 

Standard 
 

Recommended Sequence 
*Pre-AICE Spanish 1 
only at RJ Murray MS 

M/J Exploratory Spanish M/J Spanish Beginning M/J Spanish Intermediate or 
Spanish 1(HS Credit) or Pre- 
AICE Spanish 1* (HS Credit) 

 

 

Elec�ves 

Middle school students in SJCSD have opportuni�es to explore visual art, performing art, 
physical educa�on, and STEM. 

*Note: Not all courses are available at all schools. 

D. Middle School Computer Educa�on Progression (Recommended) 
 

 

Students have the opportunity to earn digital tool cer�fica�ons. 

Student Progression Plan -October 2023 49 of 55



Middle School 2023-2024 
 

E. Required Instruc�on 
Introduction  

The requirements are designated to confirm to the vision, mission and objec�ves of St. Johns 
County Schools. The procedures herein are consistent with Florida Statue and recognize the 
unique characteris�cs and needs of St. Johns County students.  
 

Based on State Standards  

Instruc�on that complies with the State Board of Educa�on adopted Student Performance Standards 
shall be offered in each school. These standards are incorporated into appropriate courses in all subject 
areas in grades K- Adult and are the basis for curriculum, instruc�on and evalua�on of student 
performance in the district. 
 
Equity in Classroom Instruction and Extra-Curricular Activities  

Provisions shall be made for all students to par�cipate fully in classroom instruc�on and extra-curricular 
ac�vi�es. No student shall be denied par�cipa�on because of age, sex, race, disability, religion, na�onal 
origin, or for any other reason not related to his or her individual capabili�es. 
 
 
Federal Required Instruction  

Introduc�on 

The requirements for instruc�on are designed to conform to the vision, mission and 
objec�ves of St. Johns County Schools. The procedures herein are consistent with Florida 
Statute and recognize the unique characteris�cs and needs of St. Johns County students. 

 

Based on State Standards 
 

Instruc�on that complies with the State Board of Educa�on adopted Student Performance 
Standards shall be offered in each school. These standards are incorporated into 
appropriate courses in all subject areas in grades K- Adult and are the basis for curriculum, 
instruc�on, and evalua�on of student performance in the district. 

 

Equity in Classroom Instruction and Extra-Curricular Activities 
 

Provisions shall be made for all students to par�cipate fully in classroom instruc�on and 
extra-curricular ac�vi�es. No student shall be denied par�cipa�on because of age, sex, 
race, disability, religion, na�onal origin, or for any other reason not related to his or her 
individual capabili�es. 
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State Required Instruction F.S. 683.335 and HB 1537 
9/11 Heroes’’ Day 

Beginning in the 2023-2024 school year, middle school and high school students enrolled in the civics 
education class required by s. 1003.4156 or the United States Government class required by s. 
1003.4282(3)(d), respectively, must receive at least 45 minutes of instruction on “9/11 Heroes’ Day” 
topics involving the history and significance of September 11, 2001, including remembering the 
sacrifice of military personnel, government employees, civilians, and emergency responders who were 
killed, wounded, or suffered sickness due to the terrorist attacks on or after that date, including, but 
not limited to: 

(a) The historical context of global terrorism. 

(b) A timeline of events on September 11, 2001, including the attacks on the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon, and United Airlines Flight 93. 

(c) The selfless heroism of police officers, firefighters, paramedics, other first responders, and 
civilians involved in the rescue and recovery of victims and the heroic actions taken by the passengers 
of United Airlines Flight 93. 

(d) The unprecedented outpouring of humanitarian, charitable, and volunteer aid occurring after the 
events of September 11, 2001. 

(e) The global response to terrorism and importance of respecting civil liberties while ensuring safety 
and security. 

Federal Required Instruction 
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day (TITLE 36.1.A.1 § 106) 

• September 17th is designated as Cons�tu�on Day and Ci�zenship Day. 
• Cons�tu�on Day and Ci�zenship Day commemorate the forma�on and signing 

on September 17, 1787, of the Cons�tu�on and recognize all who, by coming 
of age or by naturaliza�on, have become ci�zens. 

• Educa�onal agencies who receive federal funds are required to 
par�cipate in the observance of Cons�tu�on Day. 

• In instances when September 17th does not fall on a school day, the 
observance of Cons�tu�on Day will occur on the school day prior or a�er. 
 

State Required Instruc�on K-12 1003.42 F.S. 

(1)(a) Each district school board shall provide all courses required for middle grades promo�on, high school 
gradua�on, and appropriate instruc�on designed to ensure that students meet State Board of Educa�on adopted 
standards in the following subject areas: reading and other language arts, mathema�cs, science, social studies, 
foreign languages, health and physical educa�on, and the arts. The state board must remove a middle grades 
course in the Course Code Directory that does not fully integrate all appropriate curricular content required by 
s. 1003.41 and may approve a new course only if it meets the required curricular content. 
(b) All materials used to teach reproduc�ve health or any disease, including HIV/AIDS, its symptoms, 
development, and treatment, as part of the courses referenced in subsec�on (5), must be approved by the 
department. 
(2) Members of the instruc�onal staff of the public schools, subject to the rules of the State Board of Educa�on 
and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books and materials required that meet 
the highest standards for professionalism and historical accuracy, following the prescribed courses of study, and 
employing approved methods of instruc�on, the following: 
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(a) The history and content of the Declara�on of Independence, including na�onal sovereignty, natural law, self-
evident truth, equality of all persons, limited government, popular sovereignty, and inalienable rights of life, liberty, 
and property, and how they form the philosophical founda�on of our government. 
(b) The history, meaning, significance, and effect of the provisions of the Cons�tu�on of the United States and 
amendments thereto, with emphasis on each of the 10 amendments that make up the Bill of Rights and how the 
cons�tu�on provides the structure of our government. 
(c) The arguments in support of adop�ng our republican form of government, as they are embodied in the most 
important of the Federalist Papers. 
(d) Flag educa�on, including proper flag display and flag salute. 
(e) The elements of civil government, including the primary func�ons of and interrela�onships between the 
Federal Government, the state, and its coun�es, municipali�es, school districts, and special districts. 
(f) The history of the United States, including the period of discovery, early colonies, the War for Independence, 
the Civil War, the expansion of the United States to its present boundaries, the world wars, and the civil rights 
movement to the present. American history shall be viewed as factual, not as constructed, shall be viewed as 
knowable, teachable, and testable, and shall be defined as the crea�on of a new na�on based largely on the 
universal principles stated in the Declara�on of Independence. 
(g)1. The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), the systema�c, planned annihila�on of European Jews and other 
groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of humanity, to be taught in a manner that leads to an 
inves�ga�on of human behavior, an understanding of the ramifica�ons of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and 
an examina�on of what it means to be a responsible and respec�ul person, for the purposes of encouraging 
tolerance of diversity in a pluralis�c society and for nurturing and protec�ng democra�c values and ins�tu�ons, 
including the policy, defini�on, and historical and current examples of an�-Semi�sm, as described in s. 1000.05(8), 
and the preven�on of an�-Semi�sm. Each school district must annually cer�fy and provide evidence to the 
department, in a manner prescribed by the department, that the requirements of this paragraph are met. The 
department shall prepare and offer standards and curriculum for the instruc�on required by this paragraph and 
may seek input from the Commissioner of Educa�on’s Task Force on Holocaust Educa�on or from any state or 
na�onally recognized Holocaust educa�onal organiza�ons. The department may contract with any state or 
na�onally recognized Holocaust educa�onal organiza�ons to develop training for instruc�onal personnel and 
grade-appropriate classroom resources to support the developed curriculum. 
2. The second week in November shall be designated as “Holocaust Educa�on Week” in this state in recogni�on 
that November is the anniversary of Kristallnacht, widely recognized as a precipita�ng event that led to the 
Holocaust. 
(h) The history of African Americans, including the history of African peoples before the poli�cal conflicts that led 
to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the enslavement experience, aboli�on, and the history and 
contribu�ons of Americans of the African diaspora to society. Students shall develop an understanding of the 
ramifica�ons of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping on individual freedoms, and examine what it means to be a 
responsible and respec�ul person, for the purpose of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a pluralis�c society and 
for nurturing and protec�ng democra�c values and ins�tu�ons. Instruc�on shall include the roles and 
contribu�ons of individuals from all walks of life and their endeavors to learn and thrive throughout history as 
ar�sts, scien�sts, educators, businesspeople, influen�al thinkers, members of the faith community, and poli�cal 
and governmental leaders and the courageous steps they took to fulfill the promise of democracy and unite the 
na�on. Instruc�onal materials shall include the vital contribu�ons of African Americans to build and strengthen 
American society and celebrate the inspira�onal stories of African Americans who prospered, even in the most 
difficult circumstances. Instruc�onal personnel may facilitate discussions and use curricula to address, in an age-
appropriate manner, how the individual freedoms of persons have been infringed by slavery, racial oppression, 
racial segrega�on, and racial discrimina�on, as well as topics rela�ng to the enactment and enforcement of laws 
resul�ng in racial oppression, racial segrega�on, and racial discrimina�on and how recogni�on of these freedoms 
has overturned these unjust laws. However, classroom instruc�on and curriculum may not be used to indoctrinate 
or persuade students to a par�cular point of view inconsistent with the principles enumerated in subsec�on (3) or 
the state academic standards. Each school district must annually cer�fy and provide evidence to the department, in 
a manner prescribed by the department, that the requirements of this paragraph are met. The department shall 
prepare and offer standards and curriculum for the instruc�on required by this paragraph and may seek input from 
the Commissioner of Educa�on’s African American History Task Force or from any state or na�onally recognized 
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African-American educa�onal organiza�ons. The department may contract with any state or na�onally recognized 
African-American educa�onal organiza�ons to develop training for instruc�onal personnel and grade-appropriate 
classroom resources to support the developed curriculum. 
(i) The history of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, including the history of Japanese internment camps and 
the incarcera�on of Japanese-Americans during World War II; the immigra�on, ci�zenship, civil rights, iden�ty, and 
culture of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; and the contribu�ons of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders to 
American society. Instruc�onal materials shall include the contribu�ons of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders to 
American society. 
(j) The elementary principles of agriculture. 
(k) The true effects of all alcoholic and intoxica�ng liquors and beverages and narco�cs upon the human body and 
mind. 
(l) Kindness to animals. 
(m) The history of the state. 
(n) The conserva�on of natural resources. 
(o) Comprehensive age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate K-12 instruc�on on: 
1. Health educa�on that addresses concepts of community health, consumer health, environmental health, and 
family life, including: 
a. Injury preven�on and safety. 
b. Internet safety. 
c. Nutri�on. 
d. Personal health. 
e. Preven�on and control of disease. 
f. Substance use and abuse. 
g. Preven�on of child sexual abuse, exploita�on, and human trafficking. 
2. For students in grades 7 through 12, teen da�ng violence and abuse. This component must include, but not be 
limited to, the defini�on of da�ng violence and abuse, the warning signs of da�ng violence and abusive behavior, 
the characteris�cs of healthy rela�onships, measures to prevent and stop da�ng violence and abuse, and 
community resources available to vic�ms of da�ng violence and abuse. 
3. For students in grades 6 through 12, awareness of the benefits of sexual abs�nence as the expected standard 
and the consequences of teenage pregnancy. 
4. Life skills that build confidence, support mental and emo�onal health, and enable students to overcome 
challenges, including: 
a. Self-awareness and self-management. 
b. Responsible decision-making. 
c. Resiliency. 
d. Rela�onship skills and conflict resolu�on. 
e. Understanding and respec�ng other viewpoints and backgrounds. 
f. For grades 9 through 12, developing leadership skills, interpersonal skills, organiza�on skills, and research skills; 
crea�ng a résumé, including a digital résumé; exploring career pathways; using state career planning resources; 
developing and prac�cing the skills necessary for employment interviews; workplace ethics and workplace law; 
managing stress and expecta�ons; and self-mo�va�on. 
5.a. For students in grades 6 through 12, the social, emo�onal, and physical effects of social media. This 
component must include, but need not be limited to, the nega�ve effects of social media on mental health, 
including addic�on; the distribu�on of misinforma�on on social media; how social media manipulates behavior; 
the permanency of sharing materials online; how to maintain personal security and iden�fy cyberbullying, 
predatory behavior, and human trafficking on the Internet; and how to report suspicious behavior encountered on 
the Internet. 
b. The Department of Educa�on shall make available online the instruc�onal material being used pursuant to this 
subparagraph, and each district school board shall no�fy parents of its availability. 

Health education and life skills instruction and materials may not contradict the principles enumerated in subsection 
(3). 
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(p) Such addi�onal materials, subjects, courses, or fields in such grades as are prescribed by law or by rules of the 
State Board of Educa�on and the district school board in fulfilling the requirements of law. 
(q) The study of Hispanic contribu�ons to the United States. 
(r) The study of women’s contribu�ons to the United States. 
(s) The nature and importance of free enterprise to the United States economy. 
(t) Civic and character educa�on on the quali�es and responsibili�es of patrio�sm and ci�zenship, including 
kindness; respect for authority, life, liberty, and personal property; honesty; charity; racial, ethnic, and religious 
tolerance; and coopera�on and, for grades 11 and 12, vo�ng using the uniform primary and general elec�on ballot 
described in s. 101.151(9). 
(u) In order to encourage patrio�sm, the sacrifices that veterans and Medal of Honor recipients have made in 
serving our country and protec�ng democra�c values worldwide. Such instruc�on must occur on or before Medal 
of Honor Day, Veterans’ Day, and Memorial Day. Members of the instruc�onal staff are encouraged to use the 
assistance of local veterans and Medal of Honor recipients when prac�cable. 

The State Board of Education is encouraged to adopt standards and pursue assessment of the requirements of this 
subsection. Instructional programming that incorporates the values of the recipients of the Congressional Medal of 
Honor and that is offered as part of a social studies, English Language Arts, or other schoolwide character building 
and veteran awareness initiative meets the requirements of paragraph (u). 
(3) The Legislature acknowledges the fundamental truth that all persons are equal before the law and have 
inalienable rights. Accordingly, instruc�on and suppor�ng materials on the topics enumerated in this sec�on must 
be consistent with the following principles of individual freedom: 
(a) No person is inherently racist, sexist, or oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously, solely by virtue of 
his or her race or sex. 
(b) No race is inherently superior to another race. 
(c) No person should be discriminated against or receive adverse treatment solely or partly on the basis of race, 
color, na�onal origin, religion, disability, or sex. 
(d) Meritocracy or traits such as a hard work ethic are not racist but fundamental to the right to pursue happiness 
and be rewarded for industry. 
(e) A person, by virtue of his or her race or sex, does not bear responsibility for ac�ons commited in the past by 
other members of the same race or sex. 
(f) A person should not be instructed that he or she must feel guilt, anguish, or other forms of psychological 
distress for ac�ons, in which he or she played no part, commited in the past by other members of the same race or 
sex. 

Instructional personnel may facilitate discussions and use curricula to address, in an age-appropriate manner, how 
the freedoms of persons have been infringed by sexism, slavery, racial oppression, racial segregation, and racial 
discrimination, including topics relating to the enactment and enforcement of laws resulting in sexism, racial 
oppression, racial segregation, and racial discrimination, including how recognition of these freedoms have 
overturned these unjust laws. However, classroom instruction and curriculum may not be used to indoctrinate or 
persuade students to a particular point of view inconsistent with the principles of this subsection or state academic 
standards. 
(4) The State Board of Educa�on shall develop or adopt a curriculum to inspire future genera�ons through 
mo�va�ng stories of American history that demonstrate important life skills and the principles of individual 
freedom that enabled persons to prosper even in the most difficult circumstances. This curriculum shall be known 
as “Stories of Inspira�on” and made available to schools to implement the requirements of subsec�on (3). 
(5) Any student whose parent makes writen request to the school principal shall be exempted from the teaching 
of reproduc�ve health or any disease, including HIV/AIDS, its symptoms, development, and treatment. A student so 
exempted may not be penalized by reason of that exemp�on. Course descrip�ons for comprehensive health 
educa�on shall not interfere with the local determina�on of appropriate curriculum which reflects local values and 
concerns. Each school district shall, on the district’s website homepage, no�fy parents of this right and the process 
to request an exemp�on. The home page must include a link for a student’s parent to access and review the 
instruc�onal materials, as defined in s. 1006.29(2), used to teach the curriculum. 
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(6) Each school district must submit an implementa�on plan to the commissioner and post the plan on the school 
district’s website. The implementa�on plan must include all of the following: 
(a) The methods in which instruc�on will be delivered for each grade level. 
(b) The professional qualifica�ons of the instruc�onal personnel. 
(c) A descrip�on of the instruc�onal materials. 
(7) The commissioner or the department must no�fy a school district if its implementa�on plan required under 
subsec�on (6), or a school district’s reported instruc�on, do not meet the requirements of subsec�on (2) or 
established rules. The school district has a minimum of 45 days a�er receipt of such no�ce to submit revisions to its 
implementa�on plan to the department. 
(8) The State Board of Educa�on may ini�ate any of the ac�ons under s. 1008.32(4) if a school district fails to 
comply with the requirements of subsec�on (2) or established rules. 
 

Exemp�on from Teaching of Reproduc�ve Health  

Any student whose parent/legal guardian makes writen request to the school principal shall be 
exempted from the teaching of reproduc�ve health or any disease, including HIV/AIDS, its symptoms, 
development, and treatment. A student so exempted may not be penalized by reason of that exemp�on. 
Course descrip�ons for comprehensive health educa�on shall not interfere with the local determina�on 
of appropriate curriculum which reflects local values and concerns.  
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