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The Florida Department of Education Digital Classrooms 
Plan includes a goal for K-12 students to learn Computer 
Coding and Programming. Additionally, this plan along with 
other state legislation calls for Computer Science industry 
courses and certificates to be available for middle and high 
school students.

Computer Programming and Coding helps students develop 
creativity and problem solving skills, while also preparing 
them for future careers.  

Our Instructional Technology Department is encouraging all 
St. Johns County schools to participate in the Hour of Code
taking place from December 8th-14th.  We have created a 
guide to help teachers prepare for this event. This guide also 
includes lists of coding resources that can be used throughout 
the year. Click here to access the Hour of Code Guide.

In addition to the Hour of Code, we have developed a Sign-
Up Genius to pair SJCSD classes with Computer Science 
professionals for a 30 minute Skype chat. Click here if you 
would like to participate. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCQQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fldoe.org%2Fbii%2Finstruct_tech%2Fdoc%2FFDOEDigitalClassroomsPlan.doc&ei=JwVyVPn-KcylNv2sgMgM&usg=AFQjCNHw_K5sfpRf4YKtThjWWE4b16i1YA&bvm=bv.80185997,d.cGU
http://code.org/educate/csp
http://blogs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/instructionaltech/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Coding-in-the-Classroom.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b48adab22aaf49-hour


Ocean Palms Elementary students will be participating in the Code.org 
Hour of Code for the second time this year. Last December every 
student at their school had the opportunity to learn about computer 
programming and coding through a fun and challenging curriculum 
that teaches students problem solving skills, math, and spatial 
awareness.

This initiative was led by Lauren Tate, who was the Ocean Palms 
Elementary Technology Coach last year. During one week in 
December, with the help of district Career Academies and 
Instructional Technology staff, Ms. Tate conducted coding lessons for 
every student at Ocean Palms Elementary. Lessons were differentiated 
by grade level and student ability, which increased student 
engagement and enthusiasm for this event. Coding lessons were 
accompanied by videos that taught students the importance of 
Computer Science careers. At the end of the lesson, students received 
a ribbon that displayed how many lines of code they created. Ms. Tate 
is currently a fourth grade teacher at Ocean Palms and continues to 
lead an after school Coding Club for interested students. 

Click here to read more about this event at Ms. Tate’s website. 

http://hourofcode.com/us
http://techcoachtate.blogspot.com/2013/12/the-elementary-hour-of-code.html


Students at Voluntown Elementary School in Connecticut are now 
able to attend school virtually while they are sick.  

Click here to 

access some 

great EdTech

articles.

Hour of Code December 8th-14th

SJCSD Interactive Virtual Field Trip 
for grades 3-4 December 15th-19th

“Coders change the 
world. They build 
new, amazing things 
faster than ever 
before. Anyone with 
imagination can 
learn to write code.”

Jeff Wilke 
SVP Consumer 
Business, 
Amazon.com 

http://www.scoop.it/t/instructional-technology-resources-by-sjcsdinstructionaltech
http://hourofcode.com/us
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b49a8af22a46-virtual
http://thejournal.com/articles/2014/11/10/sick-connecticut-students-attned-class-via-telepresence-robot.aspx
http://thejournal.com/articles/2014/11/10/sick-connecticut-students-attned-class-via-telepresence-robot.aspx
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Contact Us

Call 904.547.3947 for more 
information about our services 
and resources

Lindsay Burke

lindsay.burke@stjohns.k12.fl.us

Kristin Harrington

kristin.harrington@stjohns.k12.fl.us

Brock O’Shell

brock.oshell@stjohns.k12.fl.us

http://blogs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/instructionalt
ech/
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http://worldbookonline.com/wb/products?ed=all&gr=Welcome+St+John%27s+Co+School+District
http://blogs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/instructionaltech/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Teacher-Task-Challenge_December.pdf
http://blogs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/instructionaltech/?page_id=1477

