
Responsibility of the Business 
�  What are the responsibilities 
for the business partner? 

The host business must provide the     
appropriate type of space for operating 
the school.  In addition to classroom 
space, the district may wish to negotiate 
with the business to supply playground 
space and equipment and provide     
maintenance, utilities, and security for the 
ABC school. 

ABC schools shall comply with the consti-
tutional class size requirements.  Facilities 
to house an ABC school must comply with 
the State Uniform Building Code for Edu-
cational Building Construction adopted 
pursuant to section 1013.37, Florida Stat-
utes, and must meet state and local 
health, environmental, and safety laws 
and codes. 

The hosting business, at its expense, is 
responsible for knowing, understanding 
and assuring all compliances with the 
State Requirements for Education Facili-
ties (SREF).  

�  Does the business cover the 
cost for the construction or other up-
grades to the facility? 

If special facilities such as restroom, din-
ing, recreational, or other areas are re-
quired, the district may contribute part of 
the cost to the construction, remodeling, 
or renovation for such facilities from   
capital outlay funds of the district.  A multi-
year lease for operation of the facility 
must be agreed upon if the school district 
contributes to the cost of such construc-
tion.   

 

CONTACT  

MEREDITH STRICKLAND 

DIRECTOR FOR INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 

(904)  819-7558 

 

ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL INFORMATION CAN BE 

FOUND AT   HTTP://WWW.FIRN.EDU/DOE/FLBPSO/

NCLBCHOICE/SES/MEMOS0607.HTM#ABC 
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.   

What does this mean to you as an employer? 

 
                             

A B C  
           A B u s i n e s s - C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l   
The F lo r ida  Leg is la tu re  c rea ted  s ta tu tes  suppor t ing  A  Bus iness–Commun i ty  
(ABC)  Schoo l  p rogram to  p romote  bus iness  par tne rsh ips  in  educa t ion ,  reduce  
schoo l  and  overc rowd ing  th roughou t  the  s ta te ,  and  o f f se t  the  h igh  cos t  o f  con-
s t ruc t ing  educa t iona l  fac i l i t i es .  An  ABC schoo l  i s  a  pub l i c  schoo l  tha t  o f fe rs  
ins t ruc t ion  to  s tuden ts  f r om k indergar ten  th rough  th i rd  g rade  o r  any  s ing le  o r  
mu l t i p le  g rade  leve ls  w i th in  th i s  range .   ABC schoo ls  a re  pub l i c  schoo ls  sub-
jec t  to  the  same    gu ide l ines  and  regu la t ions  as  a l l  o the r  pub l i c  schoo ls  in -
c lud ing  c lass  s i ze  requ i rements .    
 
I n fo rma t ion  can  be  accessed  a t  h t tp : / /www. f i rn .edu /doe /a rm/c lass -s ize .h tm 
 

 

y Increased Productivity 
 
 
 
y Decreased  
Absenteeism and Turn-
over Rates 
 
 
y Use of Unoccupied 
Space 
 
 
y Children and parents 
have more time together 
since they commute  
together. 
 
y Paren ts  can  be       
involved in classroom 
due to close proximity. 
 
y Before and after school 
programs can operate 
allowing workers to work 
extra hours without worry. 

y      ABC schools may of-
fer instruction from kinder-
garten through third grade 
or any single or multiple 
grade levels within this 
range. 
y    In exchange for this 
private-sector involvement, 
these schools 
o f f e r  a  
t a r g e t e d    
e n r o l l m e n t  
designed to 
serve the  
children of the 
owners and 
employees of the sponsor-
ing companies. If addi-
tional capacity     remains 
after children of owners 
and employees of the host 
business are   admitted, 
the host business may 
include other neighboring 
businesses. 

y     The District pays for services 
as it does in any other public 
school.  It pays for books, sup-
plies, and teacher salaries, and it 
purchases all the equipment, 
desks, chairs, and tables neces-
sary for the classrooms. Since 

the school offers no 
public transporta-
tion to facilities, 
parents are respon-
sible for taking their 
children to school.  
y Employees are 
more apt to come 
to work on time 

with greater regularity when they 
are responsible for dropping their 
children off at the school. 
  

y     The private business 
provides the physical 
space and maintenance 
for the school at its site, 
and the public school   
system provides resources 
such as instructional    
support, administrative 
staff, and curriculum. 
y     Parents feel an obliga-
tion to both their employer 
and their child to be on 
time.  With schools and 
work so close to one an-
other, fulfilling this obliga-
tion is easier.  The school 
district may also agree to 
operate or contract for the 
operation of a before-
school and after-school 
program using the donated 
facility. 

y     Since the school is  de-
signed to serve students 
with working parents, the 
school’s policies can      
address the special needs 
of these parents.  The 
school can construct      
special parking spaces   
outside the school reserved 
for parents when they come 
to visit the school. 

y     Teachers can schedule 
conferences with the par-
ents around lunch hours of 
the parents. 
 


